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Fall 2018
Blackwater moves toward logging proposal
The Forest Service’s Blackwater process is moving closer to a formal management
proposal. The Blackwater analysis covers lands in the Cumberland District of the
Daniel Boone NF on the east side of Cave Run Lake in the Paragon area.
Watersheds include the Licking River, North Fork Licking River, Craney Creek,
Yocum Creek, Upper Lick Branch, and White Pine Branch.
While a range of watershed, recreation, and vegetation issues are being examined, it
was clear from the outset that a logging proposal would be a major outcome. At a
November 10 meeting to discuss “creat(ing) a diversity of habitats using silvicultural
systems,” the Forest Service shared a “pre-proposal” suggesting potential logging
prescriptions for the area.
The pre-proposal includes 655 acres of mostly shelterwood cuts that would remove
most of the forest overstory, 339 acres of moderate thinning, and 128 acres of uneven-aged harvests – mostly group selection cuts of about 2 acres each. Prescribed
fire would also be used in some of the areas.
The agency is considering taking a very different approach to the project’s analysis
and approval than it has in the past. Normally, to comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the agency puts forward a proposal, analyzes the proposal, makes a formal decision, and then implements the approved management.
Instead, the Forest Service is looking at developing a project built around concepts
and “sideboards,” with site-specific considerations and proposals happening postdecision and on a rolling basis. Ostensibly this approach would allow time for more
in-depth review and public input on smaller areas as the project is implemented. We
do, however, question how an informed, formal decision can be made about environmental effects if the locations of management, including logging, have yet to be decided.
The Forest Service has held a large number of public meetings and open-houses to
discuss planning for the Blackwater area, though attendance has been sparse. The
agency has also been broadcasting meetings over Facebook Live to make them
more accessible.
If you are interested in this part of the Daniel Boone and want to get more plugged
in, please let us know. The Forest Service plans to publish a formal proposal for public comment shortly after the new year.
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Cumberland Ecoforestry

Ten years, with gratitude

For a little over a year now, Kentucky Heartwood has been developing a private land
stewardship program called Cumberland Ecoforestry. We’ve written about it previously in
newsletters, but have kept it largely in the
background as we carefully explore how our
small organization can best help landowners
looking for information and tools to protect and
restore private forest lands.
Most of our work has been focused on a
roughly 200-acre property in Rockcastle County, just a stone’s throw from Little Egypt and
Roundstone Creek. The property is about 75%
forested, with the rest in old fields. Despite a
history of farming and logging, there is a rich
and resilient natural history on display in this
dry karst valley bounded by sandstone cliffline
and uplands. After surveys and inventories
Fred & Calley taking a well
deserved break from hauling logs. across the property, we designed a stewardship project, including a small timber harvest,
that is currently underway. The logging is being done by Sam Tackett of Campbell County, Tennessee, and his mules, Fred, Calley, and Kate. We’re removing a small amount of timber in two stands, totaling about 15 acres, with the
goal of shifting species composition and forest structure in ways that support
underrepresented species and enhance some of this forest’s more interesting
characteristics, including improving conditions for greatly diminished species
like shortleaf pine and white walnut.
So far we’re really pleased with the results. We are especially impressed by
Sam’s precision in felling trees, and the very limited soil disturbance caused by
the mules.
Once the logging phase of the project is complete, we will be reviewing the
pros, cons, and limitations of the work. We’re projecting that the value of the
timber sold will cover the costs of hiring the logger and hauling out the logs, at
best. Over the long-term, this management should help the forest develop in a
way that allows for some high-value logs to be sold, while retaining a forest
composition trending toward old-growth conditions, including large trees and a
healthy diversity of species.
In the meantime, we can use your help. One of the limitations with this type of
restorative forestry is that the trees being cut are of low market value. The timber market just doesn’t support this type of careful, time intensive stewardship.
So, alternatives to the current market are necessary.
We’re now in discussions with a custom miller who can take logs from the project and turn them into flooring, beams, or other products. Selling custommilled wood products to builders, homeowners, or institutions who are willing to
pay a reasonable premium for ethically-produced materials can make a huge
difference in making projects like this viable. If you know anyone who might be
interested in partnering with us or purchasing flooring or other sawn wood,
please let us know.

September marked 10 years for me working for Kentucky Heartwood. I want to
thank everyone who’s supported the organization, and me, during these years.
To our members, volunteers, and past and current members of the Kentucky
Heartwood Council, you have my sincere gratitude. It has been, and continues
to be, a privilege to work in defense of our public lands and the native biodiversity that we hold so dear.
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(Cont’d on page 8)

It is also a time, for me, of reflection on the organization – where we’ve been,
and where we’re going. A decade ago it was just me, getting paid $500 a month
with an organizational budget of $13,000 a year. We now have a team of four
paid staff working a total of 100 hours per week, and a budget of about
$115,000. Our membership has grown from about 200 to 800 members. And our
work has expanded considerably, including not only the front-line forest defense
work that’s remained at our core for 26 years, but now also a range of proactive
and cooperative stewardship and preservation projects on both public and private lands.
I am excited about Kentucky Heartwood. Overwhelmed, but excited. I can see
seeds that were planted years ago now bearing fruit, and what seemed far-out
ideas now being realized. I can walk through forests that we helped save, and
know that good things can happen in this difficult world when we work in earnest
and together.
With gratitude,
Jim

KENTUCKY HEARTWOOD MEMBERSHIP FORM
Mail to: P.O. Box 1486, Berea KY, 40403
Contact us at: kentuckyheartwood@gmail.com
www.kyheartwood.org ¤ 859-334-0602
Please add my name to the list of people who want to see Kentucky’s
public lands protected.

NAME _____________________________________________
ADDRESS __________________________________________
CITY/ST/ZIP ________________________________________
PHONE ________________ EMAIL ______________________
______ $5 Hunter/Gatherer

______ $50 Family Membership

______ $30 Basic Membership

______ $ Whatever you want to give

______ Don’t bother sending me a thank you note
______ I can volunteer my time
This donation is a gift from:_________________________________
This donation is in honor of:_________________________
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Land Between the Lakes
Our collaborative effort toward a new
management approach and less logging at Land Between the Lakes has
taken importnt steps forward over the
past several months. Last spring,
Kentucky Heartwood approached the
Forest Service, the Between the Rivers group, and Coalition for the
Preservation of Land Between the
Lakes with a proposal to bring people and groups together around a
different sort of management planning than has been undertaken at
LBL in the past.
The plan will work toward identifying and restoring sites with cultural and ecological or botanical significance. Many of the sites would include interpretive signage and be part of a tour (what we’re calling the Between the Rivers Heritage
Trail) that visitors could follow using a brochure or mobile app. Our first major
meeting was in late July. While there were a few moments of tension during the
day, everyone left feeling positive and committed to moving forward.
One track of the planning is to identify and highlight sites important to the Between the Rivers community. Throughout LBL are places and rich stories nearly
lost to time. The Between the Rivers group, led by our friend David Nickell, is
working with the LBL heritage staff to compile a list of sites and get them
mapped. In a parallel process, regional botanists and natural heritage programs
are working to compile data on botanical records indicating remnant and conservative natural communities. Partners in that effort include the Southeastern
Grasslands Initiative, the Kentucky Office of Nature Preserves, the Tennessee
Division of Natural Areas, U.S. Forest Service, and Kentucky Heartwood.
Much of the discussion right now is on data-sharing agreements and platforms,
so that we can compile information to determine what’s known and where surveys are needed. Eventually we intend to have a collection of micro- and macrosites that will be the focus of preservation and restoration efforts. Other groups
that have expressed interest in participating are The National Wild Turkey Federation, The Nature Conservancy, and the Kentucky Division of Fish and Wildlife
Resources.
The intended outcome of this planning process will be a management program
that the Forest Service can implement over a period of about a decade. It will
likely include some timber harvest, but so far our verbal agreements and understanding with the agency put logging levels at a very conservative scale of about
600 acres over a 10-year period.
Under this program LBL will have some of the lowest levels of timber harvest of
any national forest with an active timber program (and certainly the lowest in the
southeast). More importantly, timber management will be directed to locations
where removing trees can provide a wide range of ecological benefits for rare or
declining species and ecological communities.
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Hope for Hemlocks of Kentucky
The Eastern hemlock extinction crisis is ongoing, and frankly, accelerating. However, Kentucky Heartwood’s work to save trees is paying
off. Due to unusually cold temperatures last winter, the Lindsey Young Beneficial Insects Laboratory at the University of Tennessee (UT) in
Knoxville had enormous difficulty finding sufficient live hemlock wooly adelgid. Live adelgid
are necessary to raise predator insects that can
eat hemlock woolly adelgid in the wild. Introducing these predators is currentlyour best chance
at protecting hemlocks in the long term.
To ensure beetle production and availability for
Laricobius “Larry” nigrinus
release on the Daniel Boone National Forest,
Kentucky Heartwood collected infested hemlock
branches with live adelgid throughout last spring and delivered them to the UT
lab.Now, six months on, lab director Dr. James Parkman is proving us with
Laricobius nigrinus beetles, which are native to the Pacific Northwest. A total of
more than 1,000 L. nigrinus were released on October 25th and November 14th
in Laurel County, at a site proposed by Kentucky Heartwood in the Hawk Creek
watershed near the Sheltowee Trace. This is considerably more beetles than the
lab has provided for release on the Daniel Boone in past years. We expect 1-2
more releases of this size this winter. We’re also exploring options for collecting
additional Laricobius beetles directly from the Pacific Northwest.
Kentucky Heartwood is now also monitoring Hemlock Conservation Areas
(HCAs) in coordination with Kentucky Division of Forestry. We’ve collaborated on
developing a mobile data collection form, now live, that gives us a voice in deciding which areas previously treated with the insecticide imidacloprid have the
highest priority for retreatment, and in proposing high priority areas for new treatment. Our efforts to educate and assist landowners are also getting results. Our
hemlock website, www.hopeforhemlocksky.org, is now live. The site includes
detailed instructions for treating infested hemlock trees with imidacloprid, as well
as other general information about hemlock decline and conservation. We sent
out a press release and articles ran in eight local newspapers, and we have been
running print and online ads targeted to forestland owners within the range of
eastern hemlock in Kentucky. We started a Facebook page, Hope for Hemlocks
and an Instagram feed @hopeforhemlocksy. We are fielding calls and walking
hemlock woods with landowners wanting to save their trees.
Finally, volunteer days with the Kentucky Division of Forestry are going to happen during this current treatment season! Volunteers will help save hemlock
trees by assisting the treatment crew, measuring and marking hemlocks, and
carrying equipment so that crew members can apply the appropriate amount of
chemical to each tree more quickly and efficiently. Volunteers will not apply or
handle insecticide. We’re planning to hold volunteer days in February, March,
and April, so please watch for details online. And if you are not an internet user,
please always feel free to call or send us a letter if you would like to be notified of
events that are scheduled between newsletters. We’ll gladly give you a call or
send you a letter to let you know as things get scheduled.
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Core Notes
Stuart Butler Memorial Award Dinner. We are thrilled to announce that this
year Chris Schimmoeller will be receiving the award! Come celebrate with us on
Saturday, December 1, at 5 pm at the Unitarian Universalist Church in Lexington. Doors open at 5:00. Dinner begins at 5:30, and the program begins at 6 pm.
The event will feature dinner, music, a ceremony and presentation of the Stuart
Butler Memorial Award to Chris Schimmoeller. A donation of $25 is appreciated.
We welcome volunteers to help make this event amazing.
Are you interested in finding new ways to help protect Kentucky's public
lands and biodiversity? Are you curious about the inner-workings of Kentucky Heartwood? Do you want a chance to hang out with some truly great people? Well, now is your chance! We are on the lookout for a few new people interested in joining our board, the Kentucky Heartwood Council. If you are interested
please let us know, we’d love to talk with you.
Email kentuckyheartwood@gmail.com, call 859-334-0602 or mail to PO Box
1486, Berea, KY 40403. We’re also happy to chat on Facebook and Instagram.
Next Meeting: Our next council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 18. We generally meet on the third Tuesday of each month, from 7-9 pm in
Lexington. Call or email for directions to the meeting place. All are welcome!

Kentucky Heartwood Director, Jim Scheff & Davis Mongour, Director of Tennessee
Heartwood, share stories of success in defending our public lands.

APIEL: Kentucky Heartwood organized a public lands advocate’s meetup at the
2018 Appalachian Public Interest Environmental Law conference (APIEL) in Knoxville in October. The meetup brought together public lands activists and attorneys
from Virginia, North Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee, and Kentucky. Kentucky Heartwood’s Jim Scheff presented in panels on fire ecology and public lands management, winning strategies in public lands campaigns, and pipeline battles. Other public lands related panels included effective use of Freedom of Information Act requests, an update on legislative and regulatory changes, and the status of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) and regional ESA species listings.
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Pine Creek Project Area Update

South Redbird Project Update

There’s still no word from the Forest Service on when the Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Pine Creek project will come out. We’re anticipating that the EA
and next public comment period will take place early in 2019.
The Pine Creek project includes several thousand acres of logging in the London District in
Laurel and Pulaski Counties. Most of the timber harvesting being proposed by the Forest
Service would be in the form of shelterwood
cuts that would remove most of the trees. The
project also includes some potentially beneficial restoration work in upland, fire-adapted
communities.
We have continued work to survey more of
the project area in the field. Unfortunately, we
Mountain camellia (Stewartia ovata) is
have found that there are some really nice
an uncommon and showy flowering
shrub native to the Appalachians, and is forests planned for intensive logging. And, like
the South Redbird project, many of the prounusually abundant in some areas
planned for intensive logging in the Pine posed Pine Creek harvest sites are adjacent
to areas that were cut over in the 1980’s and
Creek project.
1990’s. If Pine Creek is approved, there will
be several areas in the hundreds of acres with no forest older than about 35
years. More information about the Pine Creek project can be found in our Summer 2018 newsletter, and you can find even more details and documents related
to the project on our website.
On a related note, we learned recently that county road crews in Pulaski and Laurel counties have been grading and scraping through rare roadside wood lily sites
in the project area. Despite the work being done to protect these sites by the Kentucky Office of Nature Preserves and Kentucky Heartwood, the Forest Service
has repeatedly failed to communicate with the county road departments that manage these roadsides in the Daniel Boone. An exception is the work to protect certain roadsides in the Curt Pond Ridge area of the Stearns District as part of our
collaborative work with the Forest Service and the Office of Nature Preserves at
that site. Sadly, there seem to be ample resources for the agency to plan thousands of acres of logging to “restore” the forest, while we watch rare species and
their habitat get obliterated.

We’re still waiting for the Forest Service to release their Environmental Assessment (EA) for the South Redbird Wildlife Habitat Enhancement Project. The
project includes 3,200 acres of intensive logging on steep slopes, and threatens both the Snuffbox mussel (Epioblasma triquetra) and Kentucky arrow darter (Etheostoma spilotum). Both species are protected under the federal Endangered Species Act. The project, as proposed, would cut nearly one-quarter of
forests in the project area over 100 years-old, and, combined with past harvests, create areas of several hundred acres with hardly any trees over 30
years old.
We recently took a trip to look at logging in the nearby Group One Redbird River project. The Group One project was approved in 2008, having been withdrawn twice on account of administrative appeals filed by Kentucky Heartwood.
Our challenges led to a reduction in project’s size (with some older forests protected), but still resulted in over 1,000 acres of timber harvest. The site we examined on this trip was a 34-acre stand over Ulysses Creek. It was an 110 year
-old stand when it was cut between 2010 and 2013 to create early successional
habitat using a shelterwood harvest method. The shelterwood prescription that
was used at Ulysses Creek is essentially the same prescription for more than
3,000 acres of the South Redbird project.
In addition to the deep gouges made by dozers to build “temporary” roads, we
found significant and expanding infestations of many invasive species, including kudzu, autumn olive, Japanese honeysuckle, multiflora rose, Sericea
lespedeza, and Japanese stiltgrass, throughout the stand. Logging on 40%
slopes led to a loss of the duff layer (decomposed and decomposing leaves
and other organic matter) in some areas, leaving exposed highly erodible mineral soil. Many of the oaks and other trees left standing were severely damaged
during logging operations, and there’s little evidence that much oak will return
to the site. For what it’s worth, some of the thinning near the ridgetop looked
mostly okay, and appeared to better mimic the types of natural disturbance that
would be expected to occur there.
We compared the Ulysses Creek site with an 134 year-old forest above Flat
Creek that’s been proposed for shelterwood logging. Just 2% of the 32,000
acre South Redbird project area is over 130 years-old. The Flat Creek site includes some excellent, high-quality secondary old-growth forest – particularly
on the upper half of the mountain. The stand has a diversity of large trees, big
canopy gaps, den trees, and large-diameter snags and down wood. These are
uncommon conditions in the South Redbird project area, where only 15% of the
forest has had over 100 years to recover from past logging. The age and structural condition of this particular stand should have it meeting the Forest Plan
criteria for old-growth designation. However, that doesn’t mean that they can’t
log it. We’ve recently written the Forest Service with specific concerns about
this stand.
We expect the EA and the next public comment period for the South Redbird
project to happen early in 2018. In the meantime, we’re planning a field trip for
the public on January 19th. See our announcement in this newsletter for more
details. For timely information on the South Redbird project, including the next
opportunity to submit public comments, be sure to sign up for email alerts from
Kentucky Heartwood.

(Cumberland Ecoforestry, cont’d)
Very soon we’ll also need help from volunteers to remove invasive species and
cut some small-diameter red maples and tulip poplars to help out other tree species and native flora. This work is critical in making our stewardship efforts in this
place truly restorative. We don’t have anything scheduled yet, but keep an eye
out. You’ll get a chance to see a beautiful place and fill up your water jugs with
some excellent spring water!
Our work thus far for this project has been funded by a few individual donations
made specifically for the development of Cumberland Ecoforestry. We are actively looking into other sources of funding to so we can continue this project.
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Endangered Forests Hiking Series
Kentucky Heartwood is teaming up with the Explore Kentucky Initiative to host a
series of hikes exploring some of our more beautiful, endangered forests.
The first two hikes, scheduled for this winter, will focus on forests proposed for logging as part of the Pine Creek and South Redbird projects in the Daniel Boone National Forest. An additional hike will be scheduled for March to visit eastern hemlock
forests threatened by the hemlock woolly adelgid. We’ll be talking about ecology
and natural history, the trade-offs inherent in management, and what you can do to
help. Pre-registration is required for each event.

December 8th - Pine Creek Project: This trip will consist of an off-trail hike
through some lovely forest in the Daniel Boone National Forest in Laurel County
that’s been proposed for logging as part of the Pine Creek project.
We’ll visit some very large and old-growth trees, take a detour to see a unique and
stunning waterfall, imagine the abundant mountain camellia in bloom, and maybe
get a view of the Rockcastle River from high above the river.
This trip will consist of several miles of off-trail hiking, and participants must be comfortable with bushwhacking and a few small scrambles. This trip is limited to only 8
participants, and a donation of $20 ($15 for Kentucky Heartwood members) is requested. If you'd like to become a member, you can join for as low as $5 and get
the member rate for the hike (so you're still paying just $20 AND joining Kentucky
Heartwood!). Participants must be 12 years of age or older. December 15th will be a
backup day in case of severe weather.
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January 19th – South Redbird Project: For this trip we’ll be heading to the
mountains of the Redbird District in Clay and Leslie counties to see what’s at stake
with the South Redbird project.
We’ll first take an easy walk along a gravel road to look at a mountainside recently
cut as part of the Group One project and talk about the impacts and trade-offs that
come with this type of logging. Then, we’ll drive about 20 minutes to a second location where we’ll hike off-trail, up and down a steep slope, with about 450 feet of elevation gain, and through a forest proposed for intensive logging, similar to the Ulysses Creek site.
The hike will be strenuous, but participants will be rewarded with some exceptional
secondary old-growth, gorgeous trees, and excellent views of the mountains.
If it’s cold, we’ll be hauling up hot coffee and cocoa for you to make your day even
better. This trip is limited to 12 participants, and a donation of $20 ($15 for Kentucky
Heartwood members) is requested. January 26th will be a backup day in case of
severe weather.

March (date TBD) - Hope for Hemlocks: We’ll be taking folks through eastern
hemlock forests at risk from the invasive insect, hemlock woolly adelgid.
We’ll talk about the adelgid, how to assess levels of infestation and decline of hemlock trees, and the tools and programs available to save our eastern hemlock forest
ecosystems from extinction.
We will not turn anyone away due to inability to cover the costs.
Donations are also welcome from people who cannot attend but want to help support these field trips and our work to protect Kentucky's public lands. Registration is
available on our website, or you can call us at 859-334-0602 to register by phone.
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