No new trees cut for our newsletters! Contains 100% post-consumer FSC certified recycled materials .Please share, recycle & repurpose this newsletter.

Kentucky Heartwood
P.O. Box 1486
Berea, KY 40403

All original artwork by Laurie Schimmoeller
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South Redbird Collaborative Under Way
The Forest Service has begun what it is calling the “South Redbird Collaborative,” part of the integrated resource management strategy (IRMS) approach to
landscape analyses on the Daniel Boone. Two other IRMS processes are currently under way in the forest – the Blackwater IRMS in the Cumberland District
and the Pine Creek IRMS in the London District. The South Redbird analysis
area covers about 56,000 acres, including 32,000 acres of the Daniel Boone
National Forest. The Forest Service states that they are “interested in projects
that may improve wildlife habitat, soil and water quality, forest health, and road
and trail surfaces.” Past IRMS processes have resulted in proposed timber
sales, including Greenwood and the Crooked Creek Project – the latter being
withdrawn after significant opposition to plans to log Climax Mountain and Little
Egypt. However, other aspects of the landscape including watershed health,
rare species, oil and gas roads, and recreational opportunities are also being
looked at.
The first meeting of the South Redbird Collaborative IRMS was held on February 22nd in Manchester, and a wide range of interests and topics were discussed by members of the public, organizations, and state and federal agencies. The newly adopted Redbird River Watershed Plan was announced, with
the new Redbird River Watershed Coordinator, Lois Smith, introduced. Through
cooperative work with the Cumberland Valley Resource Conservation and Development Council, East Kentucky PRIDE, the Red Bird Mission School, and
others, the Redbird River Watershed Plan will address watershed health
through fixing and installing working septic systems, providing clean drinking
waters sources, addressing trash disposal issues, and environmental education
to local communities.
A subsequent field trip was held on May 2nd, where Kentucky Heartwood was
invited to speak about managing for old-growth forest characteristics in the generally young forests of the Redbird District. We visited parts of the Group One
Redbird Project (which was approved after being withdrawn twice in response to
administrative appeals by Kentucky Heartwood) and the Steel Trap mine site.
Issues discussed included mine reclamation opportunities, wildfire, grouse management, and oak regeneration.
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(Cont’d on page 11)

(Redbird IRMS, cont’d)
The South Redbird watershed
represents one of the more significant blocks of national forest in
the state, and some of the only
appreciable public land east of the
Cumberland Plateau in Kentucky’s Dissected Appalachian
Plateau ecoregion. The watershed
provides critical habitat for the
federally-threatened Kentucky
arrow darter (Etheostoma
spilotum), but is degraded and atrisk due to coal mining, sewage,
and oil and gas development.
Steel Trap mine site in the South Redbird IRMS
The Kentucky Geological Survey
analysis area
has records of 285 gas wells in the
watershed, with 85 of those on national forest land. The extensive network of access roads for gas wells and pipelines remains largely uninventoried, though the
Forest Service is finally working to close this information gap. Timber theft, offroad vehicles, and illegal dumping provide further challenges. Still, the forest of
the Redbird watershed is beautiful, ecologically important, and in need of protection and care.
If you are interested in participating in the Redbird Collaborative, please email
jim@kyheartwood.org.

KENTUCKY HEARTWOOD MEMBERSHIP FORM
Mail to: P.O. Box 1486, Berea KY, 40403
Contact us at: kentuckyheartwood@gmail.com
www.kyheartwood.org ¤ 859-334-0602
Please add my name to the list of people who want to see Kentucky’s
public forests protected.

NAME _____________________________________________
ADDRESS __________________________________________
CITY/ST/ZIP ________________________________________
PHONE ________________ EMAIL ______________________
______ $5 Hunter/Gatherer

______ $50 Family Membership

______ $30 Basic Membership

______ $ Whatever you want to give

______ Don’t bother sending me a thank you note
______ I can volunteer my time
This donation is a gift from:_________________________________
This donation is in honor of:_________________________
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Cumberland Ecoforestry
Kentucky Heartwood is piloting a new program called Cumberland Ecoforestry to
promote ecologically-oriented stewardship of private forestlands in Kentucky.
While we have traditionally focused on public lands management, promoting ecologically responsible logging on private land has remained part of our core platform since the early days of the organization. Through landowner education, forest inventories, and management planning, the program will address the crucial
role that private forestlands play in the work of landscape-scale conservation, with
respect to rare and sensitive species, old-growth development, and watershed
health. Cumberland Ecoforestry is structured to serve private forest owners who
are interested in preservation, as well as those who are interested in timber management.
For landowners interested
mainly in preservation, with
little or no interest in harvesting timber, our consultation
will focus on the ecological
condition of their property
and the role that it plays in
the larger landscape. Restoration-oriented management
opportunities, including invasive species control, native
species plantings, and management for rare species will
be identified.
Austin Williams, Program Manager of Cumberland
For landowners with an inter- Ecoforestry, assessing a tract of private forestland in
est in active timber manage- Rockcastle County.
ment, or who are in need of
some timber revenue, Cumberland Ecoforestry will provide timber harvest planning and management focusing on lower-impact and restorative forestry approaches. Timber harvests implemented through Cumberland Ecoforestry will remove only a limited volume of standing timber, with tree selection oriented toward
the development of complex, healthy, and diverse forest structure trending toward
old-growth conditions. Horse logging and other lower-impact methods will be emphasized to limit disturbance to soils, flora, and standing trees.
To implement the program, Kentucky Heartwood has hired Austin Williams, a native of Laurel County, who recently graduated from the University of Tennessee’s
Forestry program with an emphasis in Restoration and Conservation Science.
Austin has interned with Kentucky Heartwood since last December. In addition to
his forestry training, he has intimate knowledge of our Daniel Boone National Forest and is a strong supporter of Kentucky Heartwood’s preservation-oriented public lands mission.
Over the course of the next year, Cumberland Ecoforestry will be working on several pilot projects to demonstrate the types of management and planning that we
envision. We look forward to sharing more information about the program and pilot projects as things progress.
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Short Takes

(Short Takes, cont’d)

Saving Kentucky’s Hemlocks: Hemlock woolly adelgid, a small aphid-like insect that attacks eastern
hemlock trees, was first identified in Kentucky in 2006.
Since then it has spread throughout most of the native
range of hemlock in the state, with decline and mortality now evident in Kentucky’s southern and southeastern counties. In 2011 the Daniel Boone National Forest
approved treatment using imidicloprid in approximately
100 sites designated as hemlock conservation areas
(HCAs).
Most of these sites, along with some state land, have
been treated through a cooperative agreement with the
Kentucky Division of Forestry (KDF). Approximately
90,000 trees have been treated thus far by the small,
rugged KDF team. Only two releases of predatory beetles that eat HWA have occurred on the Boone. Unfortunately, little has been done with regard to private forestland and public outreach.
Kentucky Heartwood is working with the Kentucky Division of Forestry and Daniel Boone National Forest to
expand treatment areas in our national forest, while
KDF works to grow the size of their treatment crew. As
part of this effort, Kentucky Heartwood will soon be publishing information on our
website to help forest users locate and identify high conservation value hemlock
stands for possible treatment.

Wood Lily, cont’d: Last June, Kentucky
Heartwood began monitoring wood lily populations in Laurel, McCreary, and Jackson Counties. The sobering extent of the lily’s loss relative to recent historic records quickly became
evident, as did the immediacy of the issue. To
help recover this species in Kentucky, we have
joined with the Kentucky State Nature Preserves Commission (KSNPC) and Kentucky
Native Plant Society to better monitor, protect,
and propagate remaining wood lily populations
for establishment at new sites.
Working with county road crews to change
mowing schedules has already been successful
at one Jackson County site, where the population appears to have grown notably over the
past two years. We have also put deer cages
Roadside wood lily (Lilium
around plants in two of the larger populations in philadelphicum) in Jackson County
Laurel County to deter browsing (deer love to
eat the seed pods). In the fall we will collect seed for propagation, with the goal
of reintroducing wood lilies, as well as other “barrens” companion species, into
appropriate, nearby sites managed by the KSNPC and Daniel Boone National
Forest.

(Devil’s Backbone, cont’d)
The Forest Service is very keen
on moving forward with a timber
harvest, and has made clear to
us that this project has already
been approved and could move
forward at any time.

We will also be organizing more volunteer days to help the KDF team in the field.
Kentucky Heartwood was recently invited by a large foundation to submit a grant
proposal aimed at supporting dedicated staff time to better coordinate these and
other efforts toward saving our hemlocks.
Wood Lily Partnership: The wood lily (Lilium philadelphicum) is a stunning red-orange and speckled wildflower found in open to semi-open habitats in the Cumberland Plateau, mostly in the Daniel Boone National
Forest. It is a charismatic remnant of the “Cumberland
Barrens,” open scrub and prairie-like communities that
historically were distributed throughout the Cumberland
Plateau. Most of the known populations of wood lily have
persisted along roadsides and powerline corridors, in
locations where mowing and other clearing has maintained sufficiently open environments. However, this
same mowing, along with other road work, has also negatively impacted the species.
Most of the known populations have significantly declined or disappeared altogether in recent years. The
wood lily is listed as a “threatened” species in Kentucky
and Ohio, and “endangered” in Tennessee.
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They have also stressed that a
timber harvest is needed to provide funds for the other trails,
road, and heritage work that is of
concern to our partners in the
Coalition for the Preservation of
Land Between the Lakes.
David Nickell (Between the Rivers), Davis Mounger (TN
This is not an argument for which
Heartwood), and Jim Scheff discuss the future of the
our partners are particularly symforest with John Westbrook of LBL and a
representative of the National Wild Turkey Federation pathetic. However, as long as

Land Between the Lakes is managed by the U.S. Forest Service, commercial logging will continue to be a
threat. We are evaluating the situation carefully, and will proceed through the
consensus of the Coalition.

(Cont’d on page 9)
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Devil’s Backbone Project Revisited with
Forest Service at LBL
The Devil’s Backbone is an
area in the Panther Creek watershed on the south end of
Land Between the Lakes in
Stewart County, Tennessee.
The area represents the northern extent of the native range
of shortleaf pine in western
Tennessee and the Interior
Low Plateaus physiographic
province. Panther Creek is
included in Tennessee’s list of
Exceptional Waters and Outstanding National Resource
Waters for its “exceptional
biological diversity” and the
Marked logging unit in the Devil’s Backbone project
presence of the state endanarea
gered Fen Orchis (Liparis
loeselii) and state threatened
Michigan Lily (Lilium michiganense). The area is designated as a Core Area in the
LBL Area Plan, and is specifically described in the Plan as an exception among
Core Areas to allow logging to promote shortleaf pine.
In 2013, the Forest Service approved the Devil’s Backbone project, which included
450 acres of commercial thinning, 250 acres of regeneration harvests (removing
nearly all of the trees), 500 acres of non-commercial thinning, and 3,377 acres of
prescribed fire. Road, trail, and other non-vegetation work was also included.
While the non-commercial thinning has moved forward, the timber sales (which
had already been marked) were put on indefinite hold as part of the logging moratorium instituted along with the withdrawal of the Pisgah Bay project in 2015.
In March, the Forest Service reached out to Kentucky Heartwood, our partners in
Tennessee Heartwood, and the Between the Rivers group to hear our opinions on
moving forward with the timber sale. We were invited to help re-evaluate some
aspects of the timber harvest in the interest of finding a less objectionable or controversial way forward. So, in May we met with the Forest Service and a representative of the National Wild Turkey Federation to examine the project area.
What became clear to us is that continuing with prescribed fire management is
very much needed to maintain the shortleaf pine component of the forest, but that
logging to open the canopy – particularly at this time – is unnecessary. Most of the
pine in the project area is between 60 and 150 years old, and should have many
decades, even centuries, of reproduction before any natural decline would be expected to occur. And mortality from prescribed fire and natural disturbance will no
doubt thin the canopy over the coming years and decades. However, it is important for Forest Service to properly manage the understory using fire. The area
was last burned in 2010, and woody vegetation is quickly regrowing. Without continued fire management the natural pine component will be unable to successfully
reproduce and will likely be lost over time.
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Core Notes

Kentucky Heartwood turns 25! This year marks 25 years of Kentucky Heartwood! To celebrate this milestone, over 30 friends joined at Starshader Farm in
Bath County for a fun weekend of storytelling, food, swimming, and camping.
Founding members Trina and Mark Schimmoeller, past Coordinators Chris
Schimmoeller and Perrin de Jong, and a host of other long-time volunteers, members, and Council members shared stories of the many campaigns, protests, gatherings, and relationships that have marked our first quarter-century of work to protect Kentucky’s native forests. The weekend was a wonderful reminder that Kentucky Heartwood is a deep-rooted family, marked by love and respect for both the
land and each other. A big thank you to everyone who came out, and to everyone
who’s been part of Kentucky Heartwood over the years.
Thanks to Fund for Wild Nature: Ongoing support is very important to our
work, and the Fund For Wild Nature has been a steadfast supporter of our forest
watch program for many years. We are pleased to report that they chose to grant
$3,000 to us again this year. The Fund for Wild Nature invests in bold grassroots
organizations and innovative conservation efforts that meet emerging needs for
protecting biodiversity and wilderness. The funds that they distribute to groups like
ours come from individual donors. We encourage you to consider becoming a supporter of the Fund. Learn more at www.fundwildnature.org.
Other of ways to give: If you shop online, check out Amazon Smile, which
donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible purchases to an organization of your
choice. It’s easy to do. Instead of going to the regular amazon.com site, go to
smile.amazon.com and choose Kentucky Heartwood. We also participate in the
Kroger Community Rewards program, which allows you to link a Kroger Plus card
to an organization, resulting in donations from Kroger to us, at no extra cost to you.
Visit www.kroger.com/topic/community-rewards-5 for directions.
Next Meeting: Our next council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, July 18.
We generally meet on the third Tuesday of each month, from 7-9 pm in Lexington.
Call or email for directions to the meeting place. All are welcome!
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Groundtruthing in the Greenwood Project
By Jim Scheff, Director
It’s been three years since the Forest Service released their proposal for the
Greenwood project. With several thousand acres of proposed timber harvests, it is
the largest and most ambitious logging project on the Daniel Boone National Forest in more than a decade. The Environmental Assessment (EA) was released for
comment in February, and at this time we are awaiting publication of a decision or
modified EA from the Forest Service.
Much of the project is predicated
on establishing or restoring
shortleaf pine and fire-adapted
oak woodland community types in
northern McCreary and southern
Pulaski counties. The limited accounts of pre-settlement conditions, remnant plant communities,
and reasonable inferences from
the existing landscape strongly
suggest that botanically rich, fireadapted open barrens and woodland communities were an important component of the historical landscape. However, the Forest Service’s plans miss the mark,
Jim Scheff measuring basal area in a briar-choked
former pine stand in the Greenwood project area. This emphasizing commercial logging
stand was not proposed for management in the project. opportunities over effective landscape restoration.
From about 1999 through 2002, an unusually severe outbreak of the native southern pine beetle (SPB) killed pines across much of the Daniel Boone, including an
estimated 10,000 acres of the Greenwood project area. The Forest Service proposes to “restore pine” on 663 acres through logging of residual hardwoods and
planting of shortleaf pine. Unfortunately, rather than work with the areas most impacted by the SPB, many of the proposed restoration sites are closed canopy oak
and hickory forests that only had a small component of pine prior to the SPB.
Large areas of severely impacted forest will be left unmanaged under the current
proposal.
Another 647 acres across 20 locations within the project area are proposed for a
“Woodland Establishment” prescription. Woodlands are fire-mediated forestgrassland-shrub communities with a sparse, open canopy of oaks, hickories, and
pine. Typical closed-canopy forests in our region have a “basal area” of about 90
to 130 square feet per acre. Basal area is the cross-sectional area of all trees at a
height of 4.5 feet within a given area, and is a useful value for understanding the
volume and density of trees in a forest.
The woodland prescription aims to log trees in closed-canopy oak stands to reach
a basal area of 30 to 50 square feet per acre. In other words, about half to threequarters of the trees would be harvested. The Forest Service has asserted that no
forests having the target basal area for woodland establishment exist in the project
area, and therefore must be created through logging. However, the SPB outbreak
left large areas of hardwood stands with varying distributions of open canopies.
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Despite years of dialogue, including joint field visits, collaborative work through the
Cumberland River Fire Learning Network, and the submission of written comments, the agency continued to ignore the facts on the ground when they published the EA earlier this year.
To make a more substantive, data-driven case for focusing management on areas
already impacted by natural canopy disturbance, Kentucky Heartwood collected
data in the field using standard forest inventory methods. Using satellite imagery
and direct knowledge of conditions on the ground, we selected several areas for
measurements of existing basal area.
Over several days in April we measured basal area in 164 plots on 1-acre centers,
covering seven areas mostly in the Blue John, Bauer, and Curt Pond Ridge areas.
A great deal of the area
that we covered was
choked with briars, and a
combination of prescribed
fire and arson at some
sites left the standing
trees badly damaged and
in decline. None of the
areas that we surveyed
are proposed for woodland establishment or
pine restoration, despite
their having basal areas
within the target ranges
for both prescriptions.
Some of the areas surveyed are rightly proposed for prescribed fire, while others are not. Some of the
most extensive areas exhibiting very low basal area had good plant community
indicators of historically fire-adapted woodland or barrens community types (e.g.
blackjack and post oaks), but are being left completely unmanaged and are now
trending toward a high proportion of red maple. These sites would be excellent
candidates for restoration efforts, which would be non-commercial, since the trees
that would be thinned are too small to be of any commercial value. In contrast,
we’ve documented nearby north-facing, mesic forests with large trees that have
been proposed for woodland establishment through commercial timber sales and
fire.
The historical ecology of the Greenwood project area suggests that active management, including prescribed fire, midstory thinnings, and other activities, could
be beneficial to preserving some of the area’s historical biodiversity. However, as
is often the case with U.S. Forest Service projects, the emphasis on commercial
timber harvest has skewed restoration opportunities away from where it is needed
most.
It is unclear if the Forest Service will modify the proposal based on our comments
on the EA. We hope that they do. If not, opportunities to negotiate changes can
still happen through the predecisional objection process. We’ll keep you posted.
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