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Forest Service withdraws logging plans in Birmingham Ferry
Salvage Project
The Forest Service has decided to not move forward with 120 acres of proposed
salvage logging at Land Between the Lakes National Recreation Area as part of
the Birmingham Ferry Salvage project. Instead of implementing timber sales
across seven units in the Birmingham Ferry and Cravens Bay areas, the Forest
Service has approved plans to cut and leave damaged trees within 75 feet of
existing roads and recreation infrastructure. Firewood permits may be issued to
the public after safety issues are addressed. This decision closely follows recommendations made to the Forest Service by Kentucky Heartwood and our
partners in the Coalition for the Preservation of Land Between the Lakes.
The Forest Service proposed the project under a “Categorical Exclusion” or
“CE,” allowing for only one comment period and no Environmental Assessment.
Through an analysis of various map data, Kentucky Heartwood discovered that
the Forest Service had failed to disclose that the harvest areas included portions
of two Core Areas – special areas generally off-limits to logging. The Core Areas were originally designated as part of LBL’s designation as a United Nations
Biosphere Reserve while under management by the Tennessee Valley Authority
(LBL was transferred to the U.S. Forest Service in 1998). The Core Area designations were carried forward in to the LBL Area Plan.
The tornado impacts in the Core Areas, as well as most other parts of the project area, were scattered and limited. We observed no real “stand replacing”
disturbance in our surveys. While some large and old trees came down singly or
in groups, the level of disturbance we witnessed reflects normal forest developmental processes. The formation of canopy gaps and additions of largediameter standing and down dead wood in the forest are integral to the development of old-growth forest structure and function – the stated management emphasis for Core Areas.
The main impacts of concern, had the salvage logging moved forward, stem
from the ground disturbance necessary to remove the timber. While the Forest
Service did not include this information in the initial proposal, they would have
had to construct log landings and temporary roads through the forest to remove
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Kentucky Heartwood Annual Member Potluck
Saturday, February 18
5-8 pm
Unitarian Universalist Church, Lexington, KY

Featuring

The Ancient Trees in Our Backyard
a talk by

Tom Kimmerer, PhD
Chief Scientist, Venerable Trees, Inc.

(Birmingham Ferry, cont’d)
the fallen or damaged trees. Soil
compaction, the spreading of
invasive species into forest interiors, and aesthetic changes
would have been among the expected impacts.
This welcome decision comes
amidst early work toward a new
and more cooperative approach
to timber and heritage management at LBL. In November the
Forest Service approached Kentucky Heartwood and the Coalition with a preliminary proposal
to transition to logging only nonApproximately 180 year-old white oak cut in cleanup
native loblolly plantations estabnear Pisgah Bay.
lished by TVA. The funds generated by logging the loblolly would be used, in part, to help the Between the Rivers
community establish interpretive signage to memorialize their history. With approximately 6,000 acres of loblolly at LBL, this work could go on for more than a
decade. We’ll be writing more on that proposal as things develop, so stay tuned.
Visit our website to download and read the two comment letters we submitted to
the Forest Service about the project.

KENTUCKY HEARTWOOD MEMBERSHIP FORM
Mail to: P.O. Box 1486, Berea KY, 40403
Contact us at: kentuckyheartwood@gmail.com
www.kyheartwood.org ¤ 859-334-0602
Please add my name to the list of people who want to see Kentucky’s
public forests protected.
"Great God Tree" at Briarbrook Farm near Paris, KY. This stunning chinkapin oak, estimated
to be 300-500 years old, was the subject of a recent field course led by Tom Kimmerer, who
is an expert on our ancient Bluegrass woodland pastures.

You are invited to the 2017 Kentucky Heartwood Member Potluck on Saturday,
February 18th at the Unitarian Universalist Church at 3564 Clays Mill Road in Lexington! Please bring a dish to share. For this year’s gathering, Tom Kimmerer,
PhD, Chief Scientist at Venerable Trees, Inc, will be joining us to give a talk entitled, The Ancient Trees in Our Backyard. (You don't need to be a member in order
to attend, but you are welcome to join if you are so inclined!)
Description of the talk: We often think that ancient trees are only found in
tiny remnants of old growth forest. But the largest population of ancient trees in the
eastern US is right here in Central Kentucky. These giant trees, many of them 300
to 500 years old, are found by the thousands in the woodland pastures of the
Bluegrass and Nashville Basin. Woodland pastures are a rare and endangered
ecosystem. We will talk about the challenges of ensuring a future for our ancient
trees.
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NAME _____________________________________________
ADDRESS __________________________________________
CITY/ST/ZIP ________________________________________
PHONE ________________ EMAIL ______________________
______ $5 Hunter/Gatherer

______ $50 Family Membership

______ $30 Basic Membership

______ $ Whatever you want to give

______ Don’t bother sending me a thank you note
______ I can volunteer my time
This donation is a gift from:_________________________________
This donation is in honor of:_________________________
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Beaver Creek harvests approved.
Better is better, right?
The Forest Service in November approved the
Commercial Harvest in the Beaver Creek Watershed timber project on the Cumberland District of
the Daniel Boone NF, paving the way for 268
acres of commercial harvests near Cave Run
Lake. Commercial thinning will remove about
50% of the canopy on 133 acres, while shelterwood harvests will remove about 80% of the canopy on 133 acres. An additional 35 acres proposed for shelterwood harvest near the head of
Joe’s Branch off the Leatherwood Loop Trail
were spared after endangered Virginia big-eared
bats (Corynorhinus townsendii virginianus) were
located near the stand.
The proposal originally included the construction
of 0.9 miles of new permanent, system road that
would provide no public access in order to log a
slope above Cave Run Lake. This is despite the
fact that the Forest Service has insufficient funding to maintain existing roads. Another 1 mile of
“temporary road” construction was also included
in the proposal. Not remotely temporary, these
roads are bulldozed through the forest and
across slopes, and then abandoned. “Temporary Large white oak in approved harvest
area
roads” are a blight throughout the forest. Kentucky Heartwood pushed hard on the roads issue, and many of you submitted comments sharing these concerns. As a result,
the Forest Service adopted an alternative approach that will enable timber removal without any new road construction and reducing the footprint of log landings by
half. Log landings represent some of the most severe and lasting impacts associated with timber sales, with large areas cleared and compacted for processing
and loading logs. After harvest, the Forest Service will plant native “soft mast,”
including plums, persimmon, dogwood, black cherry, and native hawthorns, in the
landings. These native trees are often underrepresented in our forests and provide benefits for wildlife.
The project had also included 170 acres of stump-applicated herbicides on cut red
maples and sassafras to promote oak regeneration. Instead, the Forest Service
has agreed to a follow-up, non-commercial thinning in 10 years to promote oaks
and hickories. Without some kind of follow-up treatment, the logged stands could
end up like many previously harvested oak-hickory and oak-pine forests in the
Daniel Boone that are now dominated by tulip poplar and stump-sprouted red maples. Kentucky Heartwood also raised concerns about non-native invasive plants
early in the process, particularly because some of the harvest units have significant infestations of aggressive species on their edges. The Forest Service will
now try to reduce impacts from non-native invasive plants through manual and
mechanical treatments.
10

3

(Cont’d on page 9)

Short Takes

(Short Takes, cont’d)

Moving toward big changes at Land Between
the Lakes: The Forest Service at LBL has
been trying to find a way to move forward with
their multiple-use management in the face of still
-unified opposition to logging. Toward this end,
the Forest Service met with Kentucky Heartwood and other members of the Coalition for the
Preservation of Land Between the Lakes in November to discuss a possible way forward. The
proposal, broadly, is to focus logging on the
roughly 6,000 acres of non-native loblolly pine
plantations found in LBL. Timber revenue would
be dedicated to maintenance of restored fields
and prairies at the former pine sites, along with
interpretive signage relating to the history of Between the Rivers. Until recently, the Forest Service refused requests from the Between the Rivers community to install signage to commemorate their history, and were threatened with arrest if they did so on their own. According to the Forest Service, logging could be
limited to loblolly pine for 10 to 20 years, depending on how the plan develops.
White-haired goldenrod removed from federal endangered species list, Kentucky arrow darter listed: The white-haired goldenrod (Solidago albopilosa), a
rare wildflower found only in the Red River Gorge of Kentucky, was removed from
the federal endangered species list in October. The delisting of the species represents a significant conservation achievement. The Kentucky State Nature Preserves Commission and Daniel Boone National Forest will continue to monitor and
protect the species. Its habitat is restricted to specific areas below cliffline, which
are easily damaged by hikers and rock climbers. Meanwhile, the Kentucky arrow
darter (Etheostoma spilotum) was listed as “threatened” by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), with 248 miles of Kentucky streams – most of which are in
the Redbird District of the Daniel Boone – designated as critical habitat. In 2015
Kentucky Heartwood filed a formal objection challenging the Spring Creek Project,
which includes watersheds now designated as critical habitat. The Forest Service
approved logging, discounting effects on the Kentucky arrow darter by saying that
there was no suitable habitat in the watershed, despite there being a known population of this rare fish.
Blackwater Integrated Resource Management Strategy process under way:
The Forest Service has begun a landscape assessment of areas to the southeast
of Cave Run Lake in Morgan and Rowan counties, called the Blackwater Integrated Resource Management Strategy (IRMS). The first of a series of public meetings was held in West Liberty on October 18th. Public input into the process is important, as future Forest Service proposals addressing recreation, vegetation, watershed health, and other issues will come out of the process. More meetings and
outings are expected in the near future. Join our email list to stay up to date.
(Cont’d on page 9)
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Greenwood Environmental Assessment released: The Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Greenwood project was released for comment just as we
were going to press. The project currently includes over 2,000 acres of commercial logging and nearly 300 acres of broadcast spraying of herbicides, along
with other management actions across 32,000 acres of the Daniel Boone in
McCreary and Pulaski counties. We’ve written extensively about the project in
previous newsletters. The project includes both problematic logging in mature
forests and important fire management and woodland restoration efforts in pine
beetle impacted areas. We will need to generate many comments to affect positive change on this project. The Comments are due March 6, 2017. Please
check our website, follow us on Facebook, and join our email list to get more
details over the coming days and weeks.
Transition to native vegetation proposed for wildlife openings in London
Ranger District: The Forest Service has proposed positive changes in
their management of maintained “wildlife openings” in two Wildlife Management
Areas (WMAs) in the London Ranger District to promote native vegetation. The
88 wildlife openings cover 131 acres in the Cane Creek WMA (Laurel County,
including Van Hook Falls) and Mill Creek WMA (Jackson County, near S-Tree
campground), and are maintained primarily for the benefit of game species and
hunting opportunities. The openings are now mostly dominated by fescue, autumn olive, and other non-native invasive species. Wildlife openings are also
sometimes planted with forage crops. Kentucky Heartwood strongly supports
the proposed changes. Comments on the project were originally due by January 6, but the Forest Service reissued the scoping notice and the public now
has until February 13 to submit comments. Visit the Forest Blog on our website
for more information.

(Beaver Creek, cont’d)
Knowing that the impacts of
this project will be lessened
because of our involvement
doesn’t offer much consolation when standing in a beautiful forest that will, as a result
of this decision, be cut. Kentucky Heartwood made clear
to the Forest Service – as did
many of you – that we believe these areas would be better off left alone. But the
reality of this project was that there wasn’t much to stop the timber harvesting
from moving forward. Our laws are not designed to stop logging, and while we’re
not completely satisfied with the analysis, the EA was well-documented and thorough. Absent a significant public outcry, in many cases the best we can do is
work around the edges to make sure that important places are spared and the
impacts are as limited as possible. Sometimes better is better. And sometimes
that’s not enough.
You can read more about the project, as well as our comments, on our Forest
Blog at http://www.kyheartwood.org/forest-blog
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Core Notes
Kentucky Heartwood Director participating in panel at Tu B’Shevat dinner in
Louisville: Kentucky Heartwood Director Jim Scheff will be participating as a
panelist in the Tu B’Shevat Community Seder hosted by Jewish Louisville on February 10 at 6 pm. Tu B’Shevat is the Jewish holiday celebrating trees and the natural world. The program will include a variety of activities, a panel discussion with
representatives from local environmental non-profits and a multi-course dinner
incorporating traditional Tu B’Shevat fruits. All are welcome. Information and tickets at jewishlouisville.org/event/tubshevat/.
Kentucky Heartwood turns 25! We're planning a 25th birthday party for Kentucky Heartwood to take place this summer over the weekend of June 24-25. We'll be cooking, camping,
swimming, eating, and telling stories all weekend. We hope to see many of the wonderful
friends that have made Kentucky Heartwood into
something special over the past 25 years. So
mark your calendar! We'll have more information
as we get closer to the date.
Thanks to Patagonia & Astrov: Patagonia is a long-time supporter of our work,
and grassroots efforts to defend the Earth around the globe. We are thankful to
have been approved for a grant to support our Forest Watch work in 2017. Another long-time supporter is Astrov, founded by artist Phillip Krohn, who donates
100% of proceeds from sales of the eARTh sticker to promote biodiversity and
protect the natural world. Check them out at www.earthsticker.com.
Incredible response to our first-ever winter fundraising letter: What an amazing outpouring!! We raised $8,554 from 98 members! We gained 12 new members, 2 new monthly donors, and many compliments and acknowledgements of
our important work. THANK YOU!
Forest Blog: Between newsletters, you can keep up to date about the latest
forest issues by checking our Forest Blog. http://www.kyheartwood.org/forest-blog
Gearing up for KY Gives day: Kentucky Gives Day is an online 24-hour annual fundraising event bringing charities and Kentuckians together for a powerful day
of action. We are excited to be participating for the first time this year. The fundraiser will held on April 18, through the following website: www.givegab.com/
nonprofits/kentucky-heartwood
Other of ways to give: If you shop online, check out Amazon Smile, which
donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible purchases to an organization of your
choice. It’s easy to do. Instead of going to the regular amazon.com site, go to
smile.amazon.com and choose Kentucky Heartwood. We also participate in the
Kroger Community Rewards program, which allows you to link a Kroger Plus card
to an organization, resulting in donations from Kroger to us, at no extra cost to
you. See how to do it at www.kroger.com/topic/community-rewards-5
Next Meeting: Our next council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 21.
We meet from 7-9 pm in Lexington. Call or email for directions to the meeting
place. All are welcome!
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Kentucky steps up to fight Kinder Morgan pipeline!
By Jim Scheff, Director
For the past two years, Kentucky Heartwood has been active in the effort to stop
Kinder Morgan's plans to repurpose the roughly 70 year-old Tennessee Gas Pipeline as it crosses 6 states and 18 Kentucky counties. The company's plan is to take
this aging 24" line that was built to transport natural gas from the gulf coast to the
northeast, and reverse the direction of flow to send hazardous natural gas liquids,
or "NGLs," to processing and export facilities in Louisiana and Texas.

level of community-level organizing, education, and outreach. Among those who
submitted comments expressing serious concerns about the project are:
The Madison County, Fiscal Court, the Clark County Fiscal Court, the Boyle County Fiscal Court, the Marion County Fiscal Court, the Barren County Fiscal Court,
Kentucky State Senate Majority Whip Jimmy Higdon, the Bluegrass Areas Development District (representing elected officials and citizen members in a 17-county
area), the Danville-Boyle County Chamber of Commerce, the City of Danville, the
These NGLs are hydrocarbon byproducts of fracking in the Marcellus and Utica
Danville Independent School District and Danville Schools Board of Education,
shales, and pose unique and increased environmental and safety risks over the
and the Rowan County Board of Education.
natural gas currently transported in the line. Of particular concern is that a significant portion of the NGLs remain liquid under ambient pressure and can severely
In addition, planning and zoning ordinances relating to hazardous liquids pipelines
contaminate water and soil. (You can learn more about the project by reading Ken- were adopted by Madison and Boyle Counties out of concern for risks posed by
tucky Heartwood's detailed comments on the Environmental Assessment (EA),
NGL pipelines, with the Madison County ordinance supported by Eastern Kentucky
posted in our Forest Blog on 12/6/16.)
University and Madison County Schools. Clark
County is considering a similar ordinance.
Kentucky Heartwood's involvement as an
organization, is in large part due to the risks
It is also notable that our Kentucky State Nathis pipeline repurposing project poses to the
ture Preserves Commission and Kentucky
extraordinary biodiversity of the Green River
Department of Fish and Wildlife provided
upstream and through Mammoth Cave Nathoughtful comments that recognized that
tional Park, as well as its connected karst
pipeline failures are a real risk and need to be
ecosystem.
considered. Other natural resources agencies
from other states failed to address this critical
The Green River is a world biodiversity
issue.
hotspot. Historically the river harbored 66
mussel species, or 22 percent of North AmerThe U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, through
ica’s mussel fauna, and today provides habithe Kentucky Field Office, has also been extat 151 species of fish. While it is one of the
cellent in demanding that FERC consider the
healthiest remaining refuges for freshwater
ACRP (the abandonment decision) and UMTP
mussels, twenty-nine of the Green’s mussel
(the conversion to NGLs) as a single action,
and fish species are considered imperiled or
despite FERC wrongfully separating the two.
vulnerable, and seven are listed as endanAnd the National Park Service at Mammoth
gered under the U.S. Endangered Species
Cave also raised serious questions about
Green River. Photo credit Gerry James, Explore Kentucky Initiative
Act.
pipeline failures and the effects on the area’s
important
aquatic
and
karst
fauna.
Either a slow leak or major rupture of the Tennessee Gas Pipeline where it crosses the Green River, or across the karst (cave and sinkhole) plain that connects its
And, of course, an excellent list of organizations played a major part, including
surface and subsurface waters, could be catastrophic. In the EA, the Federal Ener- Frack Free Foothills, the Kentucky Environmental Foundation, the Kentucky Regy Regulatory Commission decided that pipeline failures were uncommon, and the sources Council, Kentuckians for the Commonwealth, and the Kentucky Watereffects not worth considering.
ways Alliance. The Allegheny Defense Project and Center for Biological Diversity
joined Kentucky Heartwood in writing our comments on the project.
But Kentucky turned up and spoke out. And we have a lot to be proud of.
Kentucky Heartwood will stay on top of this project. We are one of only two organiOver the course of the comment period on the EA, over 500 people submitted
zations in Kentucky with “intervenor status,” giving us standing to bring an adminiscomments. And since the beginning of the formal proceedings by FERC, more
trative and legal challenge if FERC fails to properly follow the National Environthan 900 comments have been submitted. Nearly all of these comment letters expressed concern over the risks posed by the NGL conversion, requested a full EIS, mental Policy Act or other rules and laws in making a decision. But our technical
arguments are backed and strengthened by the outpouring opposition from you
or opposed the project outright. Nearly every comment letter is from someone in
and everyone else that submitted comments opposing the project.
Kentucky, despite the pipeline crossing five other states.
And the number of county and municipal governments, agencies, and associations So well done, Kentucky. You’re awesome.
that have taken strong stands on this issue is remarkable, reflecing an impressive
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