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Huge timber sale planned for Redbird District
In March, the Forest Service proposed 3,200 acres of intensive logging on the steep
and rugged slopes of the Redbird District in Clay and Leslie counties. The "South
Redbird Wildlife Habitat Enhancement Project" threatens critical habitat for the Kentucky arrow darter (Etheostoma spilotum), which was listed as "threatened" under
the Endangered Species Act in 2016. The darter is found only in clean waters of the
upper Kentucky River, and has disappeared from 44% of its range since 1990. Nearly 900 acres of proposed logging is in the watershed of Elisha Creek, which is also
home to the federally-endangered Snuffbox mussel (Epioblasma triquetra). The
snuffbox was protected under the Endangered Species Act in 2012 on account of a
62% rangewide decline. Unlike the mainstem of the Redbird River, which is too polluted by mining runoff, oil and gas development, and sewage for these species to
live, the clean tributaries in the project area provide the habitat needed for these
species' survival.
Of the 32,300 acres of national forest land in the South Redbird project area, 27%
has been harvested since 1980 and only 15% is over 100 years old. This is a stark
contrast to the centuries-old forest at Lilley Cornett Woods, just 25 miles to the east.
And yet the Forest Service is proposing to log 23% of all forest over 100 years old in
the project area. Several areas ranging from 200 to 350 contiguous acres have been
proposed for logging. Combined with previous cuts, some sections of forest, up to
800 acres, will hardly have any trees over 30 years old left standing.
The South Redbird project follows a series of public meetings that the Forest Service
refers to as “collaborations.” While Kentucky Heartwood is listed as a “collaborator”
in the scoping letter, our good-faith input throughout the process was largely ignored.
In fact, the project reflects few of the concerns raised by participants – other than
those of state and federal agencies pushing for more clearcuts and “regeneration”
harvests for ruffed grouse habitat. While the forest has been characterized by some
as “too old,” the fact is that less than half the forest is over 70 years old.
In 2008, the Forest Service approved 1,200 acres of logging immediately north of the
South Redbird project area as part of the Group One Redbird River Project. The
Group One project included a Forest Plan amendment that established a 12,000
acre “Ruffed Grouse Emphasis Area” to be maintained under 60 year timber rotations in cooperation with the Kentucky Division of Fish and Wildlife Management.
Kentucky Heartwood successfully appealed that project twice before it was approved
after a third revision. Our challenges to the project helped reduce the total acreage
approved for logging and protect some of the older forests in the project area.
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(Cont’d on page 11)

(Redbird, cont’d)
Kentucky Heartwood suggested early in the South Redbird process that the Forest
Service consider meeting forage needs for grouse and other disturbance-dependent
species by incorporating a limited number of small to medium-sized group selection
harvests within a matrix of thinning oriented toward old-growth structural development. This type of silviculture is more consistent with natural disturbance regimes in
the Redbird area, but this would mean less timber getting cut.
Despite its rugged beauty and rich diversity, the Redbird District is being treated like
a throw-away district by the U.S. Forest Service. There are no hiking trails and no
campgrounds – issues that were raised repeatedly during public meetings by members of the public and U.S. Forest Service staff. The only recreational infrastructure
is the extensive Redbird Crest ATV trail, which the Forest Service proposes to reroute with 12 new miles of ATV trail construction. National forest lands in the Redbird District are an island in a landscape of vast strip mines and clearcuts. The forest here needs to be protected and nurtured, and we think that the Forest Service
can do better.
More information on the South Redbird project, including Kentucky Heartwood’s
comments, can be found on our website. For up to date information and notice of
the next comment period and field trips please subscribe to our email list.

KENTUCKY HEARTWOOD MEMBERSHIP FORM
Mail to: P.O. Box 1486, Berea KY, 40403
Contact us at: kentuckyheartwood@gmail.com
www.kyheartwood.org ¤ 859-334-0602
Please add my name to the list of people who want to see Kentucky’s
public lands protected.

NAME _____________________________________________
ADDRESS __________________________________________
CITY/ST/ZIP ________________________________________
PHONE ________________ EMAIL ______________________
______ $5 Hunter/Gatherer

______ $50 Family Membership

______ $30 Basic Membership

______ $ Whatever you want to give

______ Don’t bother sending me a thank you note
______ I can volunteer my time
This donation is a gift from:_________________________________
This donation is in honor of:_________________________
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Little time left to save our Hemlocks
Hemlock woolly adelgid is a tiny insect from
Asia that infests and kills eastern and Carolina
hemlock trees. Now, twelve years since it was
first identified in southeastern Kentucky, a
wave of hemlock mortality is moving through
our forests. This extinction event appears to be
most advanced in far southern and southeastern Kentucky, and less obvious as one moves
north. Several thousand acres of Kentucky’s
hemlocks have been treated over the past 5
years with the neonicotinoid insecticide imidaclopirid, which protects trees for about 4
years. Use of the chemical is not benign, but
dosing is carefully calibrated to minimize unintended effects. Currently, this is the only effective way to save hemlocks.
Most treatment on the Daniel Boone National
Forest is carried out under contract by the
Hemlock trees dying in the South Redbird
Kentucky Division of Forestry (KDF). Despite
project area, Leslie county
our efforts to expand the scope and scale of
treatment in the face of extinction, treatment efforts seem to be slowing. Changes at
the KDF this past year threw the entire program into question, with the Forest Service unsure if KDF would even renew their contract with the Forest Service. While
KDF ultimately did renew it, the federal contract was for just $27,000 for labor and
chemical to treat at least 150 acres. This isn’t enough to treat stands ready for retreatment, much less to treat any new areas. Kentucky Heartwood had plans to hold
6 volunteer days this past treatment season, but KDF backed away from our prior
agreement despite them previously providing feedback that past volunteer days had
been helpful.
As a response, the Forest Service approached Kentucky Heartwood about engaging
in a cooperative agreement whereby we would apply chemical provided by the Forest Service and host our own volunteer days. This option raises serious questions
for us as an organization. However, we are exploring the option and are in discussions with the Sheltowee Trace Association about working together to focus on saving trees along the trail. Already, hemlocks along the southern trace are dead or
exhibit severe decline. Efforts to save trees now will almost certainly be less costly
than cleaning up untold numbers of fallen trees.
The other experimental method to protect hemlocks from extinction is the release of
prey-specific predator beetles, particularly Laricobius nigrinus (from the pacific northwest), and Laricobius osakensis and Sasajiscymnus tsugae (both from east Asia).
Upwards of a million beetles have been released in the Great Smokey Mountain
National Park, but only a few (unsuccessful) releases have occurred in Kentucky.
The record of the success using beetles, so far, is at best mixed, but there is hope
that in time they may have a long-term beneficial effect. Most of the regional beetle
rearing occurs at the Lindsay Young Beneficial Insects Laboratory at the University
of Tennessee, Knoxville. This past rearing season, the lab had difficulty acquiring
adelgid to feed the breeding beetles. To support the rearing effort, and to ensure
that we can get beetles for Kentucky, Kentucky Heartwood’s Hemlock program coordinator, Austin Williams, collected HWA infested hemlock branches and drove
pickup loads to the UTK lab every two weeks this winter and spring.
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Protect our national forests from
an increase in logging
This Op-Ed appeared in the Sunday, June 15, 2018 edition of the Lexington Herald-Leader

By Jim Scheff
A few weeks ago, my wife and I were backpacking on the Sheltowee Trace National
Recreation Trail along Rock Creek in McCreary County when we came across a fellow hiker who’d travelled from Indiana to hike Kentucky’s long trail. After some talk of
footwear choices and blisters, she remarked on the astounding beauty of the place.
“We don’t have anything like this,” she said. She was right. In Kentucky we are extraordinarily blessed to have an exceptional landscape of wild rivers, deep forests,
countless waterfalls, and towering cliffline held in the public trust as the 708,000 acre
Daniel Boone National Forest. But as the number of people visiting our national forest
continues to increase, a roughly $4 million maintenance backlog for recreational infrastructure like trails and campgrounds is, according to the Forest Service, putting “a
strain on resource sustainability.”
Unfortunately, rather than focusing on resources that help people get outdoors, the
Forest Service is instead moving to dramatically increase the scale and pace of logging. In March, the agency proposed intensive logging on 7,200 acres in the Redbird
and London Districts, after approving over 2,000 acres of logging in the Stearns District last October. Thousands of acres are now planned for cutting on steep mountain
slopes above streams that provide some of the last remaining habitat for both the
federally-threatened Kentucky arrow darter and endangered snuffbox mussel. The
Forest Service also proposed amending the forest’s management plan to loosen restrictions on logging that were meant to protect endangered Indiana bats - changes
that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service said would likely “result in increased adverse
effects” for Indiana bats and other protected species. At the same time, both Congress and the Forest Service are in the process of radically changing existing laws
and regulations so that logging projects like these will be exempt from meaningful
environmental review and public input.
Logging on the Daniel Boone has been fairly conservative over the last 15 years, with
about 1,000 acres cut annually. It’s a far cry from the 10,000 acre per year harvests
that defined the 1980s and 1990s, and the acrimony, protest, litigation, and environmental damage that ensued. The prospect of a return to those days should be of concern to anyone who cares about our public lands. Across Kentucky, only about 10%
of all forestland, or 4% of the state, is managed as public land. On the 90% of forests
under private ownership, logging is frequent and often aggressive, with the only requirements being minimum standards to reduce impacts to streams. Forest inventory
data from state and federal agencies show that, while the total volume of wood in our
forests holds steady, logging is driving a marked decline in the quality of Kentucky
forests. From 2004 to 2011, the number of grade 1 trees – the biggest, most grand
trees in the forest – decreased by 38%. That trend’s likely accelerated, with exports of
logs to Europe and Asia doubling since 2012, and growing demand from the bourbon
industry helping push the price of the highest quality white oak logs up by 27% last
year alone. And poor forestry practices are accelerating a shift in our forests toward
fewer oaks and more red maple and poplar, as costly long-term management is sidelined by short-term gain. The stark reality is that economics and accepted practices in
the forest products industry are driving our forests into a haggard state.
Forest management can be an important part of preserving Kentucky’s natural heritage. But forestry is, at its core, an agricultural endeavor. And the assumptions and
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751 Roadsides/ Wood Lily and Rare Plants: Kentucky
Heartwood has begun working on a collaborative project
with the Forest Service and Kentucky State Nature Preserves Commission to enhance and restore rare plant
communities in Pulaksi County in the Curt Pond Ridge/751
Roadsides area. This area was identified for its high quality southern grassland and barrens remnants in a 1988
Cooperative Inventory of Endangered, Threatened, Sensitive, and Rare Species carried out by the Forest Service,
KSNPC, and others.
Since the area was identified, a lack of appropriate management has led to a decline in habitat. The area is within
the Greenwood Project area, and the Forest Service’s refusal to incorporate management of the Curt Pond/751
Roadsides into project planning was a major point of contention for Kentucky Heartwood. The area includes several rare and state-listed plants species, including Cypress
swamp sedge (Carex jooriiI), Eastern silver aster (Aster
concolor), and Wood lily (Lilium philadelphicum).

Lilium philadelphicum
blooming on a Pulaski
county roadside

Legislative update: The legislative and regulatory landscape is shifting rapidly, and may
have changed again by the time you read this.
Last November, the House passed the Resilient Federal Forests Act (aka “the Westerman
bill”). With no Senate version, it was assumed
that the devastating public lands language in
the Westerman bill would find its way into a
larger, must-pass legislative vehicle. We
thought we’d dodged a bullet when some moderately bad “compromise” language was included in the 2018 Omnibus spending bill,
thinking that might have diffused some of the
effort to strip most meaningful public lands protections. But the House version of the
Farm Bill, which passed on June 21, included wide-ranging and catastrophic changes to public lands law mirroring the Westerman bill. The language would exempt
nearly any and all logging projects on national forest lands from meaningful environmental analysis or public input, limit protections for endangered species, and redirect
restoration funding to logging projects. On June 13, the Senate Agriculture Committee, which includes Senator McConnell, passed their version of the Farm Bill out of
the committee.
After a major outreach effort by conservation groups, the committee passed the bill
without the awful public lands language from the House. A full vote by the Senate will
likely happen before this newsletter arrives in your mailbox. Assuming passage by
the Senate, the two bills will be reconciled in conference, and it’s uncertain what will
happen with the public lands language. But we are not optimistic. On the regulatory
end, the Forest Service is also working on a proposal to change their procedures so
that many timber sales would be exempt from most environmental review. Any regulatory changes would be less sweeping than legislative changes, and ripe for a legal
challenge. But if the federal forests language in the House version of the Farm Bill
becomes law, any regulatory changes will be moot.
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Short Takes
Indiana bat forest plan amendment: In February, the Forest Service proposed amending
the Forest Plan for the Daniel Boone NF to
loosen logging restrictions that had been implemented to protect the federally-endangered
Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis).
While some of the proposed changes merely
update terminology, the amendment would
allow increased logging around maternity
roosts by reducing or eliminating seasonal
restrictions, buffers, and other protective
measures. In their comments to the Forest Service, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
stated “Elimination of these restrictions is, therefore, likely to… result in increased adverse effects on listed bats, plants, and aquatic species and designated critical habitat,
especially in light of the increased amount of forested habitat proposed for treatment
under the proposed Forest Plan amendments.”
In 1997, Kentucky Heartwood successfully sued the Forest Service over their failure to
protect Indiana bats, and stopped the Leatherwood Fork logging project in the Red
River Gorge. The Forest Service is now analyzing their proposal, and should have
another comment period sometime in the future. We are following this process closely
and will not accept any changes to the Forest Plan that put Indiana bats at risk. Be
sure to join our email list to receive timely notice of the next public comment period.
Land Between the Lakes Update: It’s now been three years since the Forest Service
agreed to a temporary halt to logging operations at Land Between the Lakes. Last
spring, the agency planned to move forward with selling timber from the Devil’s Backbone project, which was approved in 2014. But after opposition from our LBL Coalition
partners, the Forest Service opted to step back from that proposition. The agency
does plan to move forward with more prescribed burning in the project area, which is
needed to support the shortleaf pine community.
In the interest of finding a new way forward for the multiple parties and interests at
LBL, Kentucky Heartwood has proposed a collaborative program to support rare botanical communities, the history and culture of the Between the Rivers community,
environmental education and tourism, and a more agreeable way for the Forest Service to meet its multiple-use objectives and obligations.
The general vision is for a 10-year, forest-wide management plan, tentatively called
the Between the Rivers Heritage Trail. Sites highlighting the unique cultural and natural history of the land between the rivers will be identified, managed as appropriate,
developed with interpretive signage, and included in an accessible map or phone app.
Timber harvesting would be limited to non-native loblolly pine stands and hardwood
thinning at specific sites. Variable hardwood thinning would be used primarily to create
gradual transitions between existing, higher quality native grassland remnants and
closed canopy forest (an “ecotone”), particularly along certain powerline corridors.
So far the general proposal has support from the Between the Rivers Group, the Coalition for the Preservation of Land Between the Lakes, the Southeastern Grasslands
Initiative, and the U.S. Forest Service. We’re still in the very early stages and will write
much more about it in future newsletters. If you’re interested in helping with this effort
please let us know.
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Core Notes
Forest Watch Training: On June 16th, Kentucky Heartwood hosted a Forest Watch training at Starshader Farm and the Daniel Boone
NF near Olympia and Cave Run Lake. Seven
inquisitive, forest-loving participants spent a
long day learning about a wide array of topics,
including forest ecology, maps and navigational
tools, safety in the woods, how to document
what you see, and how to read a U.S. Forest
Service project document. Special thanks to
Starshader Farm for hosting the training!
Other ways to give: If you shop online,
Forest watch training participant
check out Amazon Smile, which donates 0.5% observing growth rings in a tree core.
of the price of purchases to an organization of
your choice. It’s easy to do; go to smile.amazon.com and choose Kentucky Heartwood. We also participate in the Kroger Community Rewards program, which allows
you to link a Kroger Plus card to an organization, resulting in donations from Kroger to
us, at no extra cost to you. Visit www.kroger.com/topic/community-rewards-5 for directions.
Next Meeting: Our next council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, July 17. We
generally meet on the third Tuesday of each month, from 7-9 pm in Lexington. Call or
email for directions to the meeting place. All are welcome!

(Save our Hemlocks, cont’d)
Kentucky Heartwood will soon be launching a new website, hopeforhemlocksky.org,
to provide information about the hemlock issue in Kentucky, with a particular emphasis on what private landowners can do. We had originally planned on reviving the
Save Kentucky’s Hemlocks website, but the state took over the domain, shut it down,
and has insisted that we not use that name. It was a good name.
The situation is bleak, and leads us to supporting types of management in our forests that we are not wholly comfortable with. But the trees are dying, and so too will
a wide range of other living beings that depend on the eastern hemlock if we do
nothing. The government agencies tasked with protecting our forests should be doing more than they are. But they’re not. And we only have a limited time to save
some of Kentucky’s hemlocks to carry toward a future where, just maybe, we’ll find a
solution to reverse this awful extinction.

(Protect our National Forest, cont’d)
prescriptions of traditional forestry often compromise or run contrary to other ecological or social values. Through that narrow lens, even old-growth forests like Lilley
Cornett Woods or Blanton Forest are seen as an anomaly or aberration. Returning
to an emphasis on logging on the Daniel Boone National Forest poses a harmful
distraction from other, more critical management needs, like the catastrophic loss of
our eastern hemlock trees and the deterioration of recreational infrastructure. Our
public lands are special, and ought to be a place where the natural splendor of the
landscape can be preserved and sheltered from the economic prerogatives of extractive industries.
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Over 4,000 Acres of Logging Proposed in Pine Creek Project
By Jim Scheff, Director
Just weeks after proposing 3,200 acres of logging in the South Redbird project, the
right locations with the right long-term management (particularly short fire return interForest Service announced plans for more than 4,000 acres of timber harvesting in the
vals), these natural communities can help support a variety of rare and declining plant
London District in Laurel, Pulaski, and Rockcastle Counties. The Pine Creek Forest
and animal species, including the charismatic wood lily (Lilium philadelphicum) and
Restoration Project is a complex vegetation management project centered on the lower bobwhite quail. Most of the woodland and wooded grassland management is proposed
Rockcastle River, from near I-75 to the confluence with the Cumberland River. The
for the southwestern section of the project area in Pulaski County. The area is generalarea includes a wide diversity of forests and rare species, the
ly appropriate for this type of management, and follows detailed
Rockcastle wild river corridor, and some of the most popular hikdiscussions and field trips that included the Kentucky Heartwood,
ing and camping areas in the Daniel Boone National Forest.
the Forest Service, Kentucky State Nature Preserves Commission,
While the Forest Service has proposed some beneficial manageand The Nature Conservancy. Kentucky Heartwood does prefer
ment activities that we generally support, they’ve also included
that the Forest Service rely on natural disturbance, noncommercial felling, and prescribed fire to manage for these coman alarming amount of intensive timber harvesting.
munity types. We will need more time to examine the specific
The proposal includes up to 3,300 acres of logging to create earstands proposed for logging for woodland restoration in order to
ly seral habitat (young forest conditions) through even-aged
assess whether or not the sites chosen for logging are reasonable.
shelterwood harvests, leaving just 7 to 20 trees per acre. Some
of the logging would be along the Sheltowee Trace National
The Forest Service has proposed to restore shortleaf pine on 1,500
Recreation Trail. The project also include over 2,000 acres of
acres on the Pulaski county side utilizing methods that are much
non-commercial midstory thinning, which would mostly remove
more progressive and ecologically appropriate than what was apthe red maples that are dominating many forest midstories. A
proved last year in the Greenwood project. Shortleaf pine was decwide range of interacting factors, including fire suppression, loss
imated by the southern pine beetle between 1999 and 2001. The
of American chestnut, and historical drought patterns, among
proposed action in the Pine Creek project would rely on noncomothers, have set the stage for a possible shift away from a prevamercial methods and planting of trees in groups and interspersed
lence of oaks and toward more red maple. Miststory thinning,
with existing vegetation, better mimicking natural patterns.
especially in concert with prescribed fire, could be beneficial in
In addition to areas with good potential for the restoration of open,
helping to restore open oak forest structures and lending toward
fire-adapted forest communities, the Pine Creek project area inbetter recruitment of oaks over the long term. However, the Forcludes some of the most extensive older second-growth forest
est Service is planning to harvest most areas proposed for midfound in the Daniel Boone. Large areas are approaching secondstory thinning after 10 years – something that we are taking
ary old-growth status, with genuine old-growth in a few locations,
great issue with.
and should be managed for the development of large, contiguous
Early seral habitat is important for a wide range of declining spetracts of future old-growth forests. The project area already incies. However, this type of habitat can be created and maincludes 830 acres of Designated Old-Growth management, though
tained through the restoration of fire-adapted uplands, managethat area includes only a small amount of genuinely old forest. This
ment of degraded former clearcuts, and an acceptance of the
is in addition to approximately 11,000 acres of riparian and cliffline
role of natural disturbances in our forests. Logging on private
corridors that are largely excluded from logging. But these repreland is also continually creating early seral habitat. Unlike natural
sent narrow, linear features and not large blocks of forest. The Fordisturbance, logging typically requires a large amount of ground
est Service has proposed adding 500 acres of Designated Olddisturbance to process and haul logs out of the forest. Large log
Growth in two areas, near Rock Creek and Angel Hollow. Both
landings, ranging from about ¼ to 1 acre in size, are cleared in
areas are good candidates, and should be designated for an oldthe forest and compacted for logging equipment and trucks. The Measuring a Chestnut oak (Quercus montana) growth emphasis in the Forest Plan. However, the additions are
Greenwood project, with about 2,500 acres approved for logging, in a proposed harvest unit.
mostly narrow zones in lower landscape positions that support
required 139 log landings. “Temporary roads” are bulldozed from
hemlock-mixed mesophytic forests, and do not include appreciable
landings through the forest, cutting across slopes and acting as
upland forests. Kentucky Heartwood has urged the Forest Service
vectors for invasive plant species, while remaining trees can suffer damage from felling to designate two larger areas totaling several thousand acres for old-growth management in Laurel county. In addition to the suitability of the landscape, such designations
and hauling.
would provide for more balance given the Forest Service’s emphasis on the Pulaksi
The Forest Service is also proposing to create or restore fire-adapted open forest and
county side on open fire-adapted communities as well as young forest and game manforest-grassland communities in the Pine Creek project area. Historical and botanical
agement in the Redbird River WMA.
evidence suggest that these community types were important, and even extensive, in
some parts of the project area. They plan to accomplish this through 730 acres of com- The Forest Service is currently developing their environmental assessment for the Pine
mercial logging that would leave 5 to 40 trees per acre, along with another 160 acres of Creek project. To receive timely updates, including notice of the next comment period,
non-commercial felling. The project would add 2,400 acres of prescribed fire to the
please be sure to subscribe to our email list.
9,300 acres of the project area already under fire management. Implemented in the
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