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(Cont’d on page 11)

Prior to our bringing these landslides to
their attention, the Forest Service claimed
that no landslides or other major erosion
had resulted from their logging operations.
Their position was (and remains) that Forest
Plan Standards for the Daniel Boone National
Forest, as well as Kentucky’s state forestry
Best Management Practices (BMPs), are effectively protecting forest soils and streams.
Unfortunately they’re not. And to the extent
that landslides and erosion
are demonstrably occurring,
the Forest Service has so far
excused the damage by
saying that it’s not that
bad and only happens
when it rains a lot.

At least three landslides dumped sediment into
streams, and two of them took out roughly 300 feet
of mountainside. All of the landslides started at “full
bench” skid trails that the Forest Service allowed to
be bulldozed across the mountainsides for loggers to access the timber. We also found that
the Forest Service had allowed more of the
forest to be bulldozed and scraped clear than
is permitted under the Forest Plan.

Kentucky Heartwood has documented multiple, ongoing landslides in the Redbird District of the Daniel Boone National forest caused by logging in the
Group One project in Clay and Leslie Counties. To
date, we’ve identified at least 6 landslides in the Ulysses Creek and Lower Jack’s Branch watersheds.

Logging in Redbird District leads to
Landslides and Wrecked Mountainsides
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For 28 years Kentucky Heartwood’s work to protect intact forests has been a force in
Kentucky. Our mission is a solution to climate instability and problems (like pandemics)
triggered by the collapse of natural systems. We can’t celebrate with you in person this
year, but we need your help to continue our essential work. Please consider donating
to Kentucky Heartwood this month to support our ongoing work toward the bright future
within our reach.
For the forests,
Chris Schimmoeller, Kentucky Heartwood Council member

We will have to wait until next year to celebrate the 15th edition of the Kentucky Heartwood Music Festival. COVID-19 has fundamentally changed our world, and this message is sent with the hope that everyone is healthy and finding their balance amidst the
tumult. My hope for society is that we emerge from this pandemic with a new respect
for each other and the natural world.

Throughout the years, I’ve seen lots of kids grow up with the festival. I delight in using
the event to provide opportunities for kids (and others!) to learn, challenge themselves,
take risks, and bask in the glow of a loving community. Take Maya Burke, for example. As a freshman in high school, Maya was too shy to get up on stage and compete
despite her musical talent. By the time she was eighteen she was on stage all day as
emcee of the whole event!

Over time the music festival has become a community
tradition more than an event put on by Kentucky Heartwood. One of my particular joys in organizing the festival
has been to watch my children grow up with it. My daughter Natalie was a year
old when we held the first festival. Two and a half years later I had to find a quiet place
to nurse my 6 month old Sophie in the midst of running the event. I’ve seen the wild
fun that they’ve had playing in the creek, jumping in the bouncy house, and running in
the grass and through the gym with its giant fan. Like so many other kids, they moved
from exploring the cardboard play house and watching the musicians under the tree to
actually making music themselves and participating in the kids’ competition. They held
the banner and led the kids’ parade waving their leaves and holding their animal posters high. They performed in the kids’ play. Last year Natalie and her high school friends
ran the obstacle course for kids.

Fifteen years ago Kentucky Heartwood started the Kentucky Heartwood Music Festival to celebrate our beautiful
forests and the bold frontline work our organization does
to protect them. We also needed to raise money -- small
activist groups like ours that regularly challenge the
federal government rarely have access to funds that more
conventional non profits enjoy. And so began an event
that has oﬀered up the best of what we have. We’ve
enjoyed good food and homegrown produce, great music
from Kentucky musicians, original plays created and produced by kids, the cool water of Glenns Creek, inspiring
speakers, and workshops about everything from herbal
medicine to using solar cookers.

Friends,

Music Fest 2020 Update

______ $ Whatever you want to give

______ $30 Basic Membership
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This donation is in honor of:________________________

This donation is a gift from:_________________________________

______ I can volunteer my time _____ No postal mail

______ Don’t bother sending me a thank you note

______ $50 Family Membership

______ $5 Hunter/Gatherer

MEMBER NAME(S) ______________________________________
ADDRESS ____________________________________________
CITY/ST/ZIP __________________________________________
PHONE ________________ EMAIL ______________________

Mail to: P.O. Box 1486, Berea KY, 40403
Contact us at: kentuckyheartwood@gmail.com
www.kyheartwood.org ¤ 859-334-0602
Please add my name to the list of people who want to see Kentucky’s
public lands protected.

KENTUCKY HEARTWOOD MEMBERSHIP FORM

The Group One project was approved in 2008 after being withdrawn twice following
administrative challenges by Kentucky Heartwood. Over 1,000 acres of logging were
ultimately approved for various “forest health” and “habitat improvement” purposes.
The Forest Service issued a draft approval in February of 2020 for 3,000 more acres of
logging in the nearby South Redbird project. The Draft Decision Notice was temporarily
withdrawn due to the COVID pandemic, though will likely be reissued soon. The South
Redbird project will allow the same types of logging on the same types of slopes and
soils as Group One, but at a much larger scale - with some logging tracts over 300
acres in size (10 times bigger than logging units in the Group One project). Up to 91
miles of full-bench skid roads could be bulldozed across the mountainsides. Most of
the South Redbird logging will occur in watersheds that provide critical habitat for the
federally-threatened Kentucky arrow darter (Etheostoma spilotum), and habitat for the
federally-endangered Snuﬀbox mussel (Epioblasma triquetra).

In addition to erosion and landslides, infestations of
non-native invasive plants (NNIPs) are especially bad
in the Group One project. We conducted surveys of a
logging unit harvested in 2012 and documented 18 species of NNIPs. We sampled twenty-four 125 ft2 plots set
perpendicular to skid trails, and found an average cover
of NNIPs of 39.8%. Thirty-eight percent of plots had
more than 50% coverage of NNIPs. The Forest Service
asserted in the Environmental Assessment for the Group One project that the spread
of NNIPs as a result of logging was possible, but was unlikely to be significant. The
Forest Service has stated that all contract provisions for minimizing NNIP infestations
were followed in the harvest.

(Redbird landslides, con’t)

Rachel Harrod, Mary Zinniel, Amy Johnson, Robert Padgett, James McCarthy, Melinda Erickson, Anthony Filippone, Lisa Munniksma,
Abiding Grace Farm, Drew Fracher, Ron Cicerello, David A Collins, Kate Cunningham, Steve & Sandy Dorsett, Mike Hamm, Jean Henry, Betsy Paulding Kelley,
Donna Hillegas & James Keown, John & Linda Finely, Sandra & John Gullet, Gwen
Marshall, Judith McCandless, Michael McDonald, Peggy Moody, Eric & Truly Mount,
Doug Osborne, Esther Marie Sutton, Thorne & Sally Vail, Jeanne Van Arsdall,
Barbara Warner, Samuel Wellhausen, John Harbinson, Betsy Fleisher, Warren & Pat
Brunner, Johanna Camenisch, James Cuppy, Alice Delambre, Dave & Carol Howe,
Glenn & Christa Jilek, Hilary Lambert, Doug Meece, Linette & Howard Sommers,
Lynn Tatum, Moses Naedele, Pamela Valdes, Robert Klein, HomeGrown HideAways,
Jack Kieffer, Taylor Carter, Rhodora Black, Betty Beshoar & Mark Roberts, Ann
Beatty, Melinda Baker, Frederick Asplen, Don Coffey, Iris Elizabeth Brown,
Marti Booth, Johanna Burke, Xyara Asplen, Adam Burke, Dorothy R. Butler, Ben &
Patricia Griffith, Chad Cooley, David & Patty Cooper, Doug Durso, Joyce Evans,
Joy Gritton, Abbie & Stan Harris, Katie Gardner & Chris Smith, Michael Hendrix, Carla Hawkins, Jane Post & Tim Hensley, Amy Lee Johnson, Morgan & Margi
Jones, Jane D. Julian, Anna K. Kunzler, Tress La’Ree, Dave Leonard Consulting
Arborist, Kali Mattingly, Andrew McDonald & Connie Lemley, Mary Nell McGary, Cortney J. Moses, J.T. Netherland, Jerry Redden, Richard Renfro & Helga
Crisp, John Scott, Mary Frank Slaughter, Casey Sterr, Gene Stincomb, John & Pat
Tatman Christine Thorborg, Ellen Sisti Wade, Marjorie Warden, Ann Wilkinson,
Ann Butwell & John Wright, Laura Zaspel, Vernon Cook & Debby Sublett, Tanya &
Wendell Berry, John Lott, Karen Carey & Jane Bogardus, Lewis R. Brown, Rick &
Diana Clewett, Judith Egerton & Mike Overstreet, Judy & Steven Lippmann, James
J. & Ann L. McCarthy, Nancy Rose Osborne, Nicholas Petit, Layton Register,
Barbara & John J. Sinai, Jack W. Vetter, Adi Baldwin & Mary Nishimuta, Raini
Capley, Abby, John, Avery, Sorrel & Fielding Clark, Ros Collins, Helen Crisp,
Rachael Dupree, Jane Harrod, David Akers, Nanci Erven-collins, Codee Figueria, Ali Blair, Brit Mcgee, Sarah Verschelde, Peter Kraska, Debi Altheimer,
Camilla Mecher, Amy Sharland, Rachel Fye, Miranda Riley, Kelli Mcdowell, Sean
Asplen, Tom Fitzgerald, Laurie White, Roccanova, Tierra Macrodactylum,
Harry Scratcher, Jess Moore, Julya Westfall, Joe Hazelbaker, Annette
Mccormick, Kate Hazelbaker, Julie White, Mark Hazelbaker, Andy Mahler, Shadawn Zareh, Davis Mounger, Marshall Osborne, Sharon Branham,
Linda Yount, Bonnalee Decamillis, Sally Hebrock, Don Johnson, Jonathan Judd, Pat Kennedy & Dara Carlisle, Kirk Kopsteke, Jennie &
Noah Nelson, Lacey Roberts, Ryan Smith, Maria Steverson, Gary Lee
Thurman, Kingsley Wood, Harold Bell, Barry Coffey, Adam Depaz,
Wayne DePaz, Kelly Hames, Tara Modjeski, Cortney J. Moses, Chelsea Nolan, Bonnie Swinford, Dan Clifford, Marcie McQuire, John
V. & Marlene Payne, J. Casey Sterr, Kim Souza, Scott & Mary Pat
Hankla, Kentucky Foundation for Women, Dianna Bartlett, Marjorie Warden, Deborah Sublett, Johanna Camenisch, Clay Goebeler,
Richard Renfro, J. Howard Johnson, Vicki Watson, David Holloway,
Phyllis Thornton, Tali Hunt, Ted Lapis, Sally Watson Ferguson,
Kat G, Marcus Howard, Renee Proctor, Leah Van Winkle, Samuel
Avery, Ronald David Parrott, Cindy Kewin, Mirra Shapiro, Robert Butler, William Montgomery, David Nickell, Mary Jezreel,
Marcella McQuire, James Sterr, Scott Hankla, William Allan,
Michael Mueller, Lane Boldman, Lowell & Pat Wagner, Margaret
O’Donnell, Betsy Bennett, Lolita Burt, M.F. Geralds, Connie May, Kenneth Karem, Melinda Baker, Richard Rosen & Anna
Marie Pavlik, Bluegrass Community Foundation, Fund for Wild
Nature, Patagonia, Judith & Mike Overstreet in appreciation to Barbara West & Vertner Smith, John Lott in honor
of Drew, Molly, & Sean; Marjorie Warden in honor of Jim &
Austin and all those involved (Hope for Hemlocks); Betsy
Fleischer in Honor of Sumner Fravielle French, Kathryn
Engelmann in memory of Brad George, Chris Schimmoeller & Joel Dufour, Ben Rasp, Tyler Rasp, Christopher
Morris.
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Thank You!
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(Cont’d on page 4)

I think sometimes about the race riot in Corbin in 1919, just 18 years before the establishment of the Cumberland National Forest (later to be renamed the Daniel Boone
National Forest). A vibrant Black community of roughly 200 people was summarily

But this perspective accepts too much exclusion, both within our organizations and in
the outdoor spaces that we work to protect. It ignores the gross unfairness of the fact
that centuries of white supremacist violence and structural inequities continue to aﬀect
so many Black people’s relationships with, and access to, America’s wild outdoor
spaces and public lands. My understanding of these issues is at best shallow. What
I do know is that there are stories that need to be heard, both of history and lived
experience.

For years I excused this absence of people of color from our organizations, campaigns, and spaces as a regrettable but understandable reflection of the nature of
activism. People tend to pour in the time and energy on issues that are closest to
them. For too many people of color, and especially for those in the Black community,
that often and unfairly means that people’s energy is taken up by the countless daily,
tangible struggles rooted in historical and contemporary systems of racism. Put another way, it’s not fair to expect someone to care very much about logging on a national
forest when they’re worried that their son might be shot by the police for pulling out his
cell phone.

However, I do want to oﬀer some personal thoughts and observations regarding structural racism and the conspicuous underrepresentation of people of color in conservation and outdoor recreation spaces. I have been involved in public lands protection
for 20 years, and have been enjoying and exploring wild places for many years more.
Among the hundreds of activists, attorneys, scientists, organizational staﬀ, board
members, and volunteers I’ve met in my capacity as a public lands advocate, very few
have been people of color. And even fewer (one, maybe two?) have been Black. This
hasn’t gone without notice among the groups that I’ve been involved with. Most public
lands advocates that I have known (though certainly not all) are sincerely concerned
about issues of racial and social justice. I’ve participated in more than a few conversations about the lack of representation by people of color in our organizations, as well
as the conservation movement more broadly. Despite heartfelt and genuine concern,
eﬀorts – including my own – have rarely moved beyond conversations and the setting
of intentions.

To be clear, Kentucky Heartwood, including our Board and Staﬀ, oppose racism in
any and all forms. And if you know me personally (or follow me on social media) you
probably have a sense of my thoughts on structural racism and police violence. These
issues are real, and they are unacceptable.

I’ve struggled over these past few weeks with whether or not publish a statement on
behalf of Kentucky Heartwood in response to the historic Black Lives Matter protests
and demonstrations that are happening across the country. And I continue to struggle with it. I’ve found the statements issued by some organizations, businesses, and
institutions to be powerful, insightful, and heartening calls to action, both personal and
political. However, a great deal have also seemed – at least to me – to be little more
than platitudes lacking in substance, dispensed out of concerns over marketing and
retaining market share. But I am one to get cynical.

Black Lives Matter

Jim Scheﬀ
Director, Kentucky Heartwood
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Our public lands belong to all of us. The experiences they give us should be accessible
to all of us. And it will take all of us to protect them in this age of accelerating climate
change and biodiversity collapse. The status quo is not acceptable. Black Lives Matter.

I don’t know the answers. And I won’t pretend to. But I’m pretty certain that, at least
for white people like me, now a time to listen. And it is okay if the voices and stories
being lifted challenge your understanding of the world, or even your understanding of
your self. But what is not okay is to respond to this moment, to the cries of grief and
anger over generations of state-sanctioned violence and exclusion, to the murders of
Breonna Taylor, George Floyd, Stephon Clark, Philando Castille, Tamir Rice, and so
many others, by dismissing the very real and contemporary eﬀects of structural racism
in America. Such denials are lacking in veracity and belie the facts. They are simply not
serious.

And even within Kentucky’s outdoor community, racism continues to bubble to the
surface. Over the past month, one of the only prominent Black people in Kentucky’s
conservation and outdoor recreation community, someone I consider a friend, has been
repeatedly attacked through social media with vitriol and accusations of racism for
speaking with measured words about… racism. Their repeated message is “Shut up.”
Over and again, “Shut up. Your story is not welcome here.”

Or we can talk about the Confederate flags displayed prominently on homes and farms
along the road sections of the 333-mile Sheltowee Trace National Recreation Trail. How
can a person of color experience the trail as I can, and find the same peace and ease
in walking those long miles with so many Kentuckians proudly flying a flag that says “I’d
rather you be in chains”?

And it would be so easy, perhaps even comfortable, to pretend that the exclusion of
Black people from outdoor spaces is some relic of the past. But it’s not. In February of
this year, 25 year-old Ahmaud Arbery was shot dead while going for a run by armed
vigilantes who assumed that he’d committed a crime. He hadn’t. In May, Audubon Society Board Member and notable comic book author Chris Cooper had his life threatened
while birding in New York’s Central Park when a white woman got upset because he
asked her to follow the rules and leash her dog. Her response was to call the police,
frantic, and telling the lie that a Black man was threatening her. He wasn’t. Or we could
talk about North Carolina botanist (and musician and chef), Justin Robinson who was
handcuﬀed while looking at plants in the woods. I know a lot of botanists. All are white.
And I’m fairly certain that none have been put in handcuﬀs while looking at plants.

rounded up, forced on to rail cars, and removed from the state to the words “By God we
are going to run all Negroes out of this town tonight.” For those families who’s stories
and memories include this violent episode, what does it mean to pass Corbin on the
way to Cumberland Falls? Does it mean something diﬀerent today than it did a generation ago? What about the ways that “sundown laws” kept Black families from traveling
to visit State and National Parks, National Forests, and other public lands? What is the
legacy of the Commonwealth of Kentucky barring Black people, by order of law, from
nearly all State Parks until 1955 when the Supreme Court ruled the practice unconstitutional? What does it mean when going to a park or stopping for gas on your way home
could mean arrest, or worse? How are the outdoor experiences of a young person of
color, today, aﬀected by the stories of their parents or grandparents?

(Black Lives Matter, con’t)
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Your contributions had a tangible eﬀect on the
outcome of this project. Thank you.

We thank every one of you that sent comments
to the Forest Service advocating for this special
landscape.

The Pine Creek project area covers some of the best parts of the Daniel Boone National Forest. It’s a rugged landscape where the Rockcastle River and its tributaries
cut deep gorges through the sandstone of the Pottsville Escarpment of the Cumberland Plateau. It’s a labyrinthine, magical world of cliﬄine and waterfalls, natural arches
and old-growth forests. It’s home to a myriad of rare and endemic species, like Lucy
Braun’s white snakeroot and Indiana bats. And
it includes some of the most utilized and loved
recreational sites in the Daniel Boone.

We raised this issue in our comments and through the formal, predecisional objection
process. The Forest Service refused to budge on this.

However, the Forest Service is relying on limited survey data from more than a decade
ago to determine that no maternity colonies are in the project area. The U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, in comments they submitted last year on a proposed Forest Plan
amendment which would limit protections for endangered bats, cited this paucity of survey data in stating that “It appears likely that there are other Indiana bat and northern
long-eared bat maternity colonies present that have not been documented.”

Indiana and northern long-eared bats: One of the big sticking points for Kentucky
Heartwood has been the Forest Service’s refusal to conduct surveys for endangered
bats in proposed harvest areas. In particular, we are concerned about impacts to
maternity colonies of federally-endangered Indiana bats and federally-threatened
northern long-eared bats. The Forest Plan has a requirement that “Tree cutting may not
be conducted within 2.5 miles of any Indiana bat maternity colony from May 1 through
August 15.” This binding Forest Plan Standard also applies to Northern long-eared bats.

woodland restoration activities described above, the habitat benefits
of shelterwood harvests tend to be brief, while the impacts of road building,
non-native plant invasions, and loss of large trees persist. Hopefully the Forest Service
will provide more care and attention to management in these areas than we’ve seen in
recent harvests in the Redbird District.

(Pine Creek, con’t)

A note from the Director: It’s been over a year since
our last printed newsletter, and for that I want to apologize to our members. The last 12 months have been extremely challenging and hectic for the organization, and
it seems the busier things get, the harder it becomes
to publish our newsletter. While we will continue to
send out printed newsletters, we do encourage you
to sign up for our emails, follow us on social media,
or regularly check the Forest Blog on our website in
order to stay updated on projects, events, and other
forest happenings.
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(Cont’d on page 9)

It’s true that the proposed shelterwood cuts will provide benefits to some struggling
wildlife species, and some migratory bird species in particular. However, unlike the

1,150 acres of shelterwood cuts: The Pine Creek project still includes 1,150 acres
of shelterwood regeneration cuts, with some really nice sections of forest that will be
heavily logged. We have concerns that some local populations of Stewartia ovata
(mountain camellia), in particular, will be damaged. To their credit, the Forest Service
finally admitted that without additional management, logging these areas will likely result in a transition from oak-dominated forests to forests dominated by red maple and
tulip poplar. This species shift is a pattern we’ve documented extensively in previously
logged areas across the Daniel Boone National Forest. To address this issue they’ve
included additional management, including non-commercial felling and prescribed
fire, in areas proposed for shelterwood cuts to help perpetuate oak species in these
stands.

The not-good stuﬀ:

Kentucky Heartwood Director Jim Scheﬀ, Laura Stoehr of the Sheltowee Trace
Association, and Chris Morris meet with Daniel Boone NF leadership to resolve issues
raised through the predecisional objection process

Close and rehabilitate user-made OHV and horse trails: The Forest Service used
LIDAR to document 23 miles of illegal oﬀ-road vehicle and horse trails impacting the
state Wild River section of the Rockcastle River. The Forest Service plans to close
and rehabilitate these user trails by felling trees, placing boulders, and revegetating
areas near the river.

The restoration of fire-adapted upland communities, with an intermix of semi-stable
grassland, shrubland, and open-canopy forests, is a way to provide for the long-term
habitat needs of species that rely on early-seral and related vegetation structures.

The Forest Service has also incorporated a novel approach to restoring shortleaf and
pitch pine in these areas. These species of pines were decimated during the 19992002 southern pine beetle outbreak. Contrasting with previous pine restoration eﬀorts
on the Daniel Boone, which have been akin to pine plantations, the Forest Service
here plans to plant pine in small groups or clusters (aka “cluster planting”) in suitable
microsites. This will help the area develop a more complex, heterogenous structure
and species composition that more closely resembles the area’s historic condition.

(Pine Creek, con’t)
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A big “Thank You!” to all of the volunteers who have come out to
help us save our hemlocks. Special thanks also go out to Ben
Rasp, who’s been working with Kentucky Heartwood this season
to help us with the large amount of field work involved. To learn
of future volunteer events make sure to sign up for emails
from Kentucky Heartwood.

We’ve also been working to get information to private landowners, so
that people can save hemlocks on their own property. We’ve put a ton
of information on our website, www.hopeforhemlocksky.org. We placed
ads about saving hemlocks in several editions of the London Sentinal-Echo, the Corbin Times, and the Somerset Commonwealth Journal.
And we just produced an informational brochure to place at Extension
Oﬃces and other locations. We’ve had a number of people reach out
to us for more information, and even to share pictures with us of the
hemlocks they saved on their property!

We’ve also continued to collect live adelgid from infested trees and transporting them
to the Lindsay Young Beneficial Insects Laboratory at the University of Tennessee,
Knoxville to support the rearing of predator beetles that eat hemlock woolly adelgid
(Laricobius nigrinus and L. osakensis). Most stock of these beetles has been reserved
for ongoing releases in North Carolina and Tennessee, but in return for providing food
to the lab we’ve been able to get 2,915 beetles for release in Kentucky over the last
18 months. The beetles have been released in the Hawk Creek area of the Daniel
Boone National Forest.

One of the sites we assessed
was Rock Creek Research
A great day saving hemlock trees at Vanhook Falls!
Natural Area, which we found to
be in need of prompt retreatment to protect the magnificent, high conservation-value
old-growth forest there. We helped both with treatment and guiding KDF and DBNF
staﬀ through one of the few safe (but well hidden) approaches to get below the cliﬄine.

We’ve also assisted the Kentucky Division of Forestry and
Daniel Boone National Forest
by doing field assessments of
over a dozen sites treated in
previous years to help prioritize areas for retreatment
(treatments generally last from
4 to 7 years).

With the help of our members, donors, and volunteers, our work to save Kentucky’s
eastern hemlock trees from the hemlock woolly adelgid has grown over the last year.
Since last February, we’ve hosted five volunteer days with 2,603 hemlock trees treated, including most of the hemlocks along the Sheltowee Trace National Recreation
Trail from the 192 trailhead to about 1 mile north of Vanhook Falls (a three mile section). And we had some great front-page coverage in the Herald-Leader of our work at
Vanhook Falls!

Hope for Hemlocks

Pine Island Double Falls: Over the course of the project’s development, visitation of
Pine Island Double Falls exploded. We convinced the Forest Service to drop the shelterwood logging prescription for a 50-acre stand adjacent the falls area, including some
gorgeous large black and northern red oaks and some nice old-growth tulip poplars.
The Forest Service has also committed to a public process to develop a trail to access
the falls and try to limit the expanding and unmanaged user impacts.
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We covered thousands of acres in the field, documented
old-growth and rare plants, exploding user impacts at
Pine Island Double Falls, and walked the length of the
Sheltowee Trace National Recreation Trail as it traverses
the project area. We led field trips, hosted a public forum
in Corbin, published numerous articles and blog posts,
and shared stories and images of this outstanding piece
of Kentucky. We worked hard to spread word about this
project, and to help get the public involved.
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(Cont’d on page 8)

Protecting the Sheltowee Trace National Recreation
Trail: The Sheltowee Trace National Recreation Trail
goes through much of the Pine Creek project area,
including several proposed harvest areas. One section
of the trail in particular, along Poison Honey road, would
have been significantly impacted. We originally asked
the Forest Service to drop the shelterwood prescription
along the road, and reroute the trail from the road into
the forest. The Forest Service modified the proposal to
reroute the trail through the forest, but still planned a
shelterwood cut that would have significantly aﬀected
We think that our eﬀorts had a big impact on the final
the experience of trail users and degraded the area’s
outcome. There are certainly aspects of the Pine Creek
scenic integrity. During the formal objection process we
project, and the environmental analysis, that we are not
convinced the Forest Service to change the prescription
happy with. However, there’s also a lot in this proposal to
of this unit to a woodland management prescription. This
be pleased with.
new prescription will retain much more the forest canopy,
This is a complicated project – in many ways reflecting
remove some of the midstory, and include prescribed fire
the complexity of the landscape, it’s biodiversity, and the
(already proposed for that section). The Forest Service
Kentucky Heartwood Director, Jim Sccheﬀ, documents a large white
myriad of ways that the public connects with it.
has
committed to working with the Sheltowee Trace
oak in one of the Poison Honey logging units
Association on trail layout. This new prescription, while
First let’s talk about the good stuﬀ.
still including some timber harvest, should result in an open forest structure with a good
New old-growth designations: For the first time since adoption of the Forest Plan in
amount of remaining canopy and large trees.
2004, the Forest Service expanded oﬃcial old-growth designations in the Daniel Boone
Restoration of fire-adapted upland forest and grassland communities: One of the
National Forest. This is something that we’ve been advocating for for many years.
more fascinating aspects of the ecology of the southern Daniel Boone National Forest
Initially, the Forest Service proposed adding 500 acres to the Designated Old-Growth
is the presence of historic grassland and oak and pine savannah remnants existing in
Management Prescription in the Forest Plan, including 370 acres adjacent to Rock
an otherwise deeply forested landscape. Indicators of these relict communities, like
Creek Research Natural Area and another 130 acres in Angel Hollow. Throughout
wood lily, rattlesnake master, blazing stars, and other conservative grassland species,
the analysis process, we pushed for larger old-growth designations, including more
can be found hanging on along some roadsides and powerline corridors. While the
upland forest types. In response, the Forest Service expanded the Designated Oldearlier Greenwood project on the Stearns District (approved in 2017) was ostensibly
Growth designation around Angel Hollow to 550 acres, for a total 920 new acres in this
aimed at restoring these important natural communities, the Forest Service in that
management prescription. Both areas include a combination of old-growth and older
project failed to integrate important botanical indicators into planning – instead relying
second-growth forests.
on general assessments and emphasizing management in locations where there was
Dropping 2,000 acres of shelterwood harvests: The Pine Creek project originally ingood timber to cut. In contrast, the London District undertook a detailed assessment of
cluded over 3,200 acres of even-aged shelterwood harvests. Approximately 1,300 acres
these upland, fire-adapted communities for the Pine Creek project, including input and
were proposed to happen over the next 5 to 10 years, with another 2,000 acres to occur
data from the Kentucky Oﬃce of Nature Preserves, Kentucky Heartwood, and botanist
after about 10 years in stands initially managed with midstory removal (non-commercial
Julian Campbell. This collaborative eﬀort helped to identify broad areas and specific
thinning of mostly red maple). We asked the Forest Service to drop the latter 2,000
sites where comprehensive restoration, including fire, commercial and non-commercial
acres of shelterwood cuts, and they did. Logging in those stands could still be proposed
thinning, and other work, would have the most significant benefits for the broadest suite
in some future project, but for now they will only be managed with non-commercial midof species. Most of the woodland management in the Pine Creek project will happen in
story thinning and, in some areas, prescribed fire.
the Pulaski County side of the Rockcastle River.

By Jim Scheﬀ, Director
In January the Forest Service published their final decision on the Pine Creek Forest
Restoration Project. The final approval of the project comes 4 years after the Forest
Service’s first meetings to gather input on this extensive project covering what is,
arguably, one of the best parts of the Daniel Boone National Forest. Over these four
years, Kentucky Heartwood submitted multiple rounds of formal comments and filed an
administrative objection (with Kentucky Resources Council) challenging portions of the
Draft Decision and Finding of No Significant Impact.

Forest Service approves Pine Creeek project. Here’s what it means.

